
1

REPORT INTO THE 

DEATH OF

MR. TONY MURPHY

IN KENMARE RIVER, 

CO. KERRY

ON 31ST JULY, 2002
The Marine Casualty
Investigation Board was
established on the 
25th March, 2003 under
The Merchant Shipping
(Investigation of Marine
Casualties) Act 2000

The copyright in the enclosed
report remains with the Marine
Casualty Investigation Board by
virtue of section 35(5) of the
Merchant Shipping (Investigation
of Marine Casualties) Act, 2000. No
person may produce, reproduce or
transmit in any form or by any
means this report or any part
thereof without the express
permission of the Marine Casualty
Investigation Board. This report
may be freely used for educational
purposes.



2



1. SYNOPSIS 4

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 5

3. APPENDICES 6

4. LIST OF CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 14

3

CONTENTS



1. SYNOPSIS.

1.1 Mr. Tony Murphy went fishing 31st July, 2002 in Kenmare Bay. When he failed to
return, his wife, Mrs. Murphy raised the alarm. On the 1st August, 2002 the
Rescue Services were mobilised and a competent search was carried out by the
Search and Rescue Agencies.

1.2 His boat was discovered on the rocks at the Northern shore of Kenmare Bay.
The engine was fully engaged in forward gear. In as much as they could the
MCIB investigated the incident and the conclusion reached is that Mr. Murphy,
who had not been wearing a lifejacket, appears to have fallen overboard and
drowned.

1.3 Mr. Murphy’s body was recovered on the 10th August 2002.

1.4 A post mortem was carried out on Mr. Murphy and drowning was determined as
cause of death.
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2. RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1 Attention is drawn to Statutory Instrument No. 586 of 2001 – Fishing Vessels
(Personal Flotation Devices) Regulations, 2001. These Regulations require all
crew members of a fishing vessel to wear a personal flotation device at all times
when on deck of any fishing vessel or boat irrespective of its size, whether at sea,
in harbour or coming to and from moorings.

2.2 Attention is also drawn to Marine Notice No. 7 of 2002 which gives guidance on
the selection of Personal Flotation Devices (PFDs) for use on-board fishing
vessels.

2.3 The MCIB notes that the Minister for the Department of Communications, Marine
and Natural Resources has undertaken a campaign emphasizing the wearing of
lifejackets or PFD’s by single occupants of boats. The MCIB notes that the Minister
for Communications, Marine and Natural Resources has initiated draft legislation
covering the compulsory wearing of lifejackets.
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3. APPENDICES

3.1 Statutory Instrument No. 586 of 200
Fishing Vessel (Personal Flotation Devices) Regulations, 2001.

3.2 Marine Notice 7 of 2002
Guidance on the selection of Personal Flotation Devices (PFDs) for use on-board
fishing vessels.
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3.1 Statutory Instrument No. 586 of 2001
Fishing Vessel (Personal Flotation Devices) Regulations, 2001.

7

APPENDIX 3.1



3.1 Statutory Instrument No. 586 of 2001
Fishing Vessel (Personal Flotation Devices) Regulations, 2001.
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3.2 Marine Notice 7 of 2002
Guidance on the selection of Personal Flotation Devices (PFDs) for use on-board
fishing vessels.
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3.2 Marine Notice 7 of 2002
Guidance on the selection of Personal Flotation Devices (PFDs) for use on-board
fishing vessels.
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3.2 Marine Notice 7 of 2002
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3.2 Marine Notice 7 of 2002
Guidance on the selection of Personal Flotation Devices (PFDs) for use on-board
fishing vessels.
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MCIB RESPONSE
The MCIB notes the contents of this letter.
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