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SYNOPSIS

1. SYNOPSIS.

On April 29th 2000 at about 0700 hours, the Fishing Vessel "“Tamarisk” sailed
from Garnish, Co. Cork. Whilst hauling lobster pots close to the North side of
Dursey Island the “Tamarisk” went aground on rocks. There were no injuries or
fatalities.
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2. FACTUAL INFORMATION
Description of the vessel “Tamarisk”
2.1 Built: 1980
Owner: Mr. Tim Murphy
Derrymihin West
Castletownbere
Co. Cork
Purchased: March 2000
Registered Length: 8.69 metres
Registered Breadth: 2.90 metres
Registered Depth: 1.22 metres
Gross Tonnage: 4.87 tons
Net Tonnage: 4.87 tons
Port of Registry: The vessel was in the process of being de-registered

at the time of the incident.

Machinery: One Leyland Thornycroft 2.5 engine.
Engine Power 37.30 kw.

Description of Vessel: Carvel built, wooden fishing vessel with a raked
stem, round bilge and transform stern. The vessel
was half decked with a forward wheelhouse and
forward cabin. It had no watertight bulkheads fitted.
The vessel was being used in pot fishing for crab
and lobster around the SW Cork Coast.

Lifesaving Appliances available on board.

Lifejackets: Two with whistles.
Lifebuoys: Two — one with line attached.
Pyrotechnics: Six red star distress signals.

Navigational aids provided on board.
One magnetic Compass.

One Foruno Echosounder.

One Foruno GPS Navigator.

One ICOM VHF installation.

The crew of the “Tamarisk” on 29 April 2000 consisted of the following
persons.

Mr. Tim Murphy aged 42 years of Derrymihin West, Castletownbere, Co. Cork. He
was the skipper of the vessel. Mr. Murphy has completed a Basic Sea Survival
Course.

Mr. Michael O’Sullivan aged 22 years of Castletownbere, Co. Cork.

Mr. O’Sullivan is not known to hold any formal sea going qualifications. #



EVENTS PRIOR

3.

3.1

3.2

3.3

EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT

The vessel, manned and equipped as stated in section 1 of this report, sailed
from Garnish, Co. Cork, where it was based, at about 0700 hours on 29 April
2000.

Initially the two crew hauled and laid pots off Garnish and then in Dursey
Sound. There were about 20 or 25 pots in each line.

The vessel then went around the north side of Dursey Island and commenced
hauling pots there.
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4. THE INCIDENT

4.1 At about 0915 hours the two crewmembers were hauling a line of lobster pots
close to the shore when the boat grounded. They had about 6 pots on a line
hauled when they felt a bang and discovered that they were on top of a rock.
See position in Appendix 1.

4.2 Mr. Tim Murphy was operating the hauler, which was on the starboard side of
the wheelhouse. Michael O’Sullivan was baiting the pots and stacking them at
the after end. The vessel was drifting while hauling the pots.

4.3 The weather conditions at the time were variable winds force 1 to 3 with good
visibility. The sea state was moderate mainly due to a south-westerly swell.
See Met Eireann weather report in Appendix 2.




EVENTS FOLLOWING

5.

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

5.6

5.7

5.8

5.9

EVENTS FOLLOWING INCIDENT

The crew tried to refloat the boat using the engine but to no avail. Mr.Murphy
immediately called Valentia Radio on Channel 16 with a Mayday message and he
also gave them the phone number of a person in Garnish who had a small boat.

Both crewmembers put on the lifejackets immediately. There were two
lifejackets on the “Tamarisk”.

Mr. Murphy called Valentia Radio on Channel 16 again and they told him that
there was no reply to the number in Garnish.

In the meantime, a local man Mr. Frank Sheehan heard the conversation on the
V.H.F. and he went to Garnish and got a small boat and proceeded out to where
the “Tamarisk” had grounded.

The “Tamarisk” started taking water and went down by the stern.

The two crewmembers left from the bow.

They were in the water for approximately 45 minutes before they were picked
up by Mr. Sheehan. Mr. Murphy does not recall any events from here on. Both
crewmembers were subsequently transferred by helicopter from the small boat

to Cork University Hospital at about 1050 hours.

Mr. Michael O’Sullivan was discharged from hospital later that day (Saturday).
Mr. Tim Murphy was discharged on Tuesday 2nd May 2000 at 1830 hours.

The boat was lifted onto a barge on Sunday 30th April 2000 and brought to
Castletownbere.
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6. FINDINGS

6.1 The “Tamarisk” was badly damaged. It was holed on both sides of the bottom in
the midship area. See photographs in Appendix 3.

6.2 The rudder was dislodged and bent. There was general flooding damage.

6.3 Mr. Murphy stated that the wind was light from the SE and from his experience
this would tend to push the vessel towards the shore. Also he stated that the tide,
which was low, was also tending to set the vessel onto the shore.

6.4 All aids to navigation in the vicinity were functioning correctly at the time of the
incident.

6.5 There were two lifejackets on board the vessel at the time of the grounding. This
is in compliance with the Merchant Shipping (Life - Saving Appliances)
(Amendment) Rules, 1999, which came into operation on the 1st April 2000. It is
clear that neither crewmember would have survived this incident had they not
been wearing lifejackets.




CONCLUSIONS

7.

7.1

7.2

CONCLUSIONS

The vessel drifted onto the rocks due to the fact that the crew were not
constantly monitoring the vessel’s position. The temptation to leave the
wheelhouse unattended for * just a few minutes” to lend a hand on deck is great.
It is manifestly dangerous. In this instance the consequences were serious but
the crew were most fortunate that there was not also loss of life.

No matter how well the crew of a vessel know a particular area and its currents
and tidal streams, it is imperative that a constant check is kept on the vessels
position, even when stopped.
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8. RECOMMENDATIONS

8.1 All fishing vessels should at all times keep a navigational watch on board. The
International Maritime Organisation (IMO) has adopted Resolution A. 484 (XIl)
*Basic Principles to be observed in keeping a Navigational Watch on board Fishing
Vessels “ relating to the principles to be observed in order to ensure that a safe
navigational watch is maintained. The basic principles have been reproduced in
the Annex to Marine Notice No. 39 of 1999 and should be observed by all
concerned. (See Appendix 4). Marine Notice No. 39 of 1999 should be reproduced
and circulated.

8.2 Fishing vessels of less than 40 feet in length should carry a liferaft equipped with
a hydrostatic release unit. Although this vessel was operating very close to the
shore, there can be little doubt but that the availability of a properly inflated
liferaft would have been of great assistance to the crew. Marine Notice No. 11 of
1986, recommended that a liferaft should be carried on fishing vessels of less
than 40 feet in length.

An updated version of this notice is set out in draft form at Appendix Number 5
and should be published and circulated.




APPENDICES

8.

8.1
8.2
8.3

8.4

8.5

Appendices

Chart extract showing position of sinking.

Weather Report from Met Eireann.

Photographs showing damage sustained by “Tamarisk”

Copy of Marine Notice No. 09 of 2002, dealing with the basic principles to be
observed in keeping a Navigational Watch on board Fishing Vessels.

Proposed new Marine Notice, dealing with the recommendation that fishing
vessels of less than 40 feet in length should carry a liferaft.
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Chart extract showing position of sinking.
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APPENDIX 8.2

8.2 Weather Report from Met Eireann.

Weather Report for the sea area 517 37N 10° 11'W
on the 29th April 2000
i - 12 hours

Leemeral Situalian
A depression o o sOuih-wis of [relond coused o slack south-eesiery airflow aver
the area

Detniks

200

(Wi - 06 hours

Wimnds: south-=ast o eas1 Force | 3
Weather: dry and chear

Wekilnlary, gos]

05 - |2 hewrs

Winds variable Foce [ a3
Weather: bright spedfis. mastly dry
Wishility: good

The semilaie was Moderate, mainly dus to & soath-westerly swell

Witz - there were no ohsersalions in te ares therelore this repor] wis compled using
the ruling charts drinvn up by this office
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8.3 Photographs showing damage sustained by “Tamarisk”
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observed in keeping a Navigational Watch on board Fishing Vessels.

APPENDIX 8.4

Copy of Marine Notice No. 09 of 2002, dealing with the basic principles to be

ok na Mars agus Acmhainni Nidirtha

MARINE NOTICE
No. 9 Of 2002

NOTICE TO ALL OWNERS, OPERATORS, SKIPPERS, SECOND HANDS
AND CREWS OF FISHING VESSELS, AND TO NAUTICAL SCHOOLS

The Intemational Maritime Organisation (IMO) has adopted Resoclutian A 484
(XII) “Basic Principles to be Obsarved in Keeping a Navigational Watch on
board Fishing Vessels" relating to the principles o be observed in ordar to
ensure that a safe navigational watch is maintained.

These principles were in effect reviewed and updated by the Intermational
Caonvention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeaping for
Fishing Vessal Personnel 1995,

The basic principles are reproduced in the Annex ta thés Motice and shauld be
cheerved by all concemed.

Cendidates for all fishing cerificates of competency will be expected o have a
thorough knowiedge of the content and application of the basic principles

Marine Motice 39 of 1998 |s hereby withdrawn as this Nolice supersedes it.

Secralary-General
DOepartment of the Marine and
Mahusral Resources

Dublin 2

12" May 2002

[ Any enquirias conceming Marine Mobces should ba aodressed o,
Maritrna Safaty Crwision
_Tel 01-818915E Faoxr 01-6520774  emal: maring, ring.pav. e
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4.1

BASIC PRINCIPLES TO BE OBSERVED IN KEEPING &
NAVIGATIONAL WATCH ON BOARD FISHING VESSELS

These basic principies are io be chsarved by skippers and watchkesping
parsonned o ensure that a safe nevigational walch s maimained at all
lirmies,

deﬂmﬁHﬁanMhznmmmW
BTENpemants am adequale for maintaining a sale navigational walch,
Under the skippers penedml direction, the officers of the waich are
fesponsibie for navigating the vessal safely during thesr parioda of duty
when they wil be paricularly concemed with awoiding collsion and
siranding

The basic principles, including but nol limited 1o the follewing, should be
taken info mocount an all fishing vessals,  However, vary amall fishing
vessels may be excluded from fully cbsardng Ihe basic principles
Referancas to the wheehouse should, in such vessals, be construed as
meaning the position rem which tha navigation of Be ship is cantralled

En route to or from fshing grounds.

Arrangaments of the navigational watch

4.1.1 The composition of ihe walch should at all times be adequate and
approprisle io the prevailing clreumstances and condiions and

should take inlo account the nesd for maintaining & propar look-
aut.

412 ‘When deciding the compesgion of tha watch the fallowing taciors,
infer aka, should ba taken nlo ascaund:

] at no time should the wheplhouse be lef unattended:

(8)  wealher condifions, visibdity and whethar there la daylight
or darkness;

{iiit  prosdmity of navigational hazards which may make i
necessary for the officer in charge of the watch 1o camy out
additional navigational duties

I}  use and oparational condition of navigational aids such as
radar ar slectronic posfan-indicaling dewicas and any alber
aqupment afecting the safe navigation of the vassal;

) whether the vessal is fimed with automatic staering;

Wil any unusual cemands on the navigational watch thatl may
arese a8 & result of special operatonal circumstances
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4.3

4.5

Fitness for duty

421 The watch system should be such that the efficiency of
walchkesping perstnna is not impaired by fatigue. Dutes should
be 50 organisad that the first waich at the commencement of a
voyage and the subsequent reloving watches ame sufficiently
fesled and otherwisa fit for duty.

MNavigation

4.3.1 The intended yvoyage shoukd, as far as practicable, be planned in
advance taking into consideration all pertinent infomation and any
course laid down should be checked before the voyage
COMIMENCEs,

4.3.2 During the watch the course stesred, position and speed should
be checked al sufficiently fraquent intervals, using any avallabie
navigational aide necessary, 1o ensure thal the vessal follows the
planned courss

433 The officer in charge of the watch should have full knowledge ol
the location and operation of all safety and navigational eguipmeant
on board the vessal and should be aware and take account of the
opearating limitations of such equipment,

434 The officer in charge of a navigational watch should nol be
assigned or undertake ary dutes which would intedare with the
sale navigation of the vwessal,

Navigational equipmant

441 The officer in charge of the watch should make the most efective
use of all nawvigational equipment at his disposal,

4.4.2 When using radar the officer in charge of the watch should bear in
i the necessity o comply at all times with the provisions on the
use of radar contained in the appicable regulations for preventing
collisiang al sea,

443 In cases of need the officer of the waich should not hesitale 1o use
the helm, engines and sound signalling apparatus.

Mavigational dutles and responsibilitios
4.5.1 The officer in charge of the walch should:
i) keephis watch in fhe wheshouse,

{li} which he should In no circumstances keave until propery
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relieved;

(iif)

(iv)

(iv)

v)

continue to be responsible for the safe navigation of the
vessel

despite the presence of the skipper in the wheelhouse until
the skipper informs him specifically that he has assumed
that responsibility and this is mutually understood;

notify the skipper when in any doubt as to what action to take
in the interest of safety;

not hand over the watch to a relieving officer if he has reason
1o believe that the latter is obviously not capable of carrying
out his duties effectively, in which case he should notify the
skipper accordingly.

4.5.2 On taking over the watch the relieving officer should satisfy himself
as to the vessel's estimated or true position and confirm its
intended track, course and speed and should note any dangers to
navigation expected to be encountered during his watch.

4.5.3 Whenever practicable a proper record should be kept of the
movements and activiies during the watch relating to the
navigation of the vessel.

4.6 Look-out

4.6.1 A proper look-out shall be maintained in compliance with Rule 5 of
the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea,
1972. It shall serve the purpose of:

@

(ii)

(iii)

maintaining a continuous state of vigilance by sight and
hearing as well as by all other available means, with regard
to any significant changes in the operating environment;

fully appraising the situation and the risk of collision,
stranding and other dangers to navigation, and;

detecting ships or aircraft in distress, shipwrecked persons,
wrecks and debris;

The look-out must be able to give full aftention to the keeping of a
proper lock-out and no other duties shall be undertaken or
assigned which could interfere with that task.

4.6.2 In determining that the composition of the navigational watch is
adequate to ensure that a proper look-out can continuously be
maintained, the skipper shall take into account all relevant factors,
including those described under paragraph 4.1, as well as the
following factors:
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47

4.8

i
i)

(iii}

{iv)

v

(v}

{wii)

{ i}

i)

(%]

{xi)

{xlly

visitsilty, stabe of weather and ses;

traflic density and other activities occurring 0 the area in
which the wvessal is operating;

the attention necessary when navigaling in or near traffic
separatan schemes and other routing measures,

the additional workload caused by the natue of the wessals
functions, immexdiate operating requirements and anticipated
manoauwwes,

rudder and propeller confrol and vessel manocewvring
characternstics,

the fitness for duty of any crewmembens on call who may be
assigned as members of the waich;

knowledge of and confidence in the professional
competence of the vessel's officers and crew;

the experience of the officer of the navigational walch and
the famdiarity of that officer with the wessels equipment,
proceduras and manoeuyring capability;

activiies 1aking place on board the vessel at any paricular
time and the availability of assistance to be summoned
immediately to the wheelhouse when necessary,

the operational status of instrementation n the wheslhouse
and controls, including atarm systerms;

the alze of the vessel and the field of vizion available from
Ehe conning position;

the configuration of the wheelhouse o the extent such
configuration rmight inhibd a member of the watch fram
detectng by sight or hearing any extemal developmants.

Protection of the marine environmaeant

A7 The

skipper and the officer in charge of the waich should be

aware of the serious effecls of operational or accidental pollution
of the maring emdronment and should take al possible
precautions to prevent such polluion partculary wshin the
framework of relevant intemational and port regulations.

Weather conditions

481 The officer in charge of the watch should take relevant measwes

and notify the skipper when adverse changes in weather could
gffect the
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4.8.2 Safely of the vessel, including conditions leading io ice Bccration.
E1 Mavigation with pilot embarked

511 The presence of a Pilot on board does not relieve the skipper or
officer in charge of the watch from their dulies and obligations for
the safety of e wvessel The skipper and the plot ehould
exchange information regarding navigation procedures, |ocal
eonditions and the vessel's cherectedstica. The skipper and the
officer of the watch should co-operate closely with the pilot and
maintain &n accurats check of the vessels posilion and
moveEment

6.1  Vessels engaged In Mizhing or searching for fish

B.1.1 In addifion to the prnciples enumerated in paragraph 4, the
following factors should be considered and proparty acted wpon by
the officer in charge of the walch

{1 ather vessels engaged in fishing and their gear, own vessel's
manceuvring characterstics, padicularly in stopping distance
and the diameter of Juming crcle at sailing epsed and with
he fishing gear overboard,

{i] safety ol the crew on dieck;

(i) mdvarse effects on the safely of the vessel and s crew
through reduction of stability and freeboard caused by
extaplional forces resulting from fishing operalions, caich
handling and stowage amd unusual sea and weather

W) fhe proxmity of offshone strectures, with special regand to the
safaty romes; and

(v] wracks and other underwvaler obstacles which could be
hazardous for fishing gear,

6.2 When slowing the calch, atlention should be given o the essential
requirements for adequate freeboard and adequate staebilty and
watartight integrity a1 all tmes dwring the voyage to the landing por
taking imto consideration consumplion of fuel and sfores, sk of adverse
wealher condilions and, especially in winler, sk of ioe accretion on or
above exposed decks in areas where ico accration is likely to occur

T4 Anchor watch
TAA The skipper should ensure, with 8 view to the salaly of ihe vessel

and crew, that a proper watch Is maintained at all fimes from the
wheelhousa or deck on hing vessels at anchor,
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8.1 Radio watchkeaping

8.1.1 The skipper should ensure thal an adequate radio watch is
maintaingd while the wessel is at sea, on appropriate

frequencies, taking Mo accownl the reguirameants of the Radio
Regulations,




APPENDIX 8.5

8.5 Proposed new Marine Notice, dealing with the recommendation that fishing
vessels of less than 40 feet in length should carry a liferaft.

BEFARTMENT OF THE MARINE AND NATURAL RESOURCES
eaft Marime Neticg
Bai Carriaee of Liferafi om sneall Fishing Vessels

Te all owmers, shippers, designors amil huilders of Nshing vessels under 40 feet
registeresd lemgth.

l. Fishing vessels of less than 40 feet in length mre required S0 camy the lic-saving
equigment preseribed by Rule 17 (10)  of the Merchesd Shipping (Life-Saving
Applinnoes) Fule 1967, as amended, saitely lifchuoys ol keast equal in numher oo hadf
the iotal mumber of persans on board: provided thal in no case shall bess than fwe
lifetwonys be carried (ome with o booyest line oitached) and-a lifejocket for every
jperson on board and,in addition, =i red star distress signals,

1 The scabe of equipment Bisted in Paragraph | wes relssd 1o the custom that such
vessels weere mainly engaged in inshoee Ashing. En recent vears however, & mombet al
fshing wesscls of ihis size have beem designed fo pasvicipeie in various types of
fishing activily entailing kong irips oul o se, very oflen unadsempimicd

1. Hecognised st milsshle lifembis have been cffective In providing essential oui of
‘waber support im n cold climate for crews in the evenl of & casually, the Depariment
strongly recoenmenids that all Ashing vessels wmder 40 feet in lengih which go o =a
should carmy an approsed pe Hieralt capuble of sccommodmting all persons an
board. The following brands of bfernfts have approved models: Begubon, Dunbop,
RFD aesd Wiking

4. The liferaft will be s3ditons] 1o the equigment required 1o be carried under the Roles
puilined im paragraph 1 and shouk] be stovwed, (T practicable, in such & positios that o
can be eaxily and quickly bueched on cither side of the vessel.

5. Tha liferafi should be fitted with a Hydrostatic Rolease Uit

6, The liferall should be serviced al an approved serviclng sation mt mmervals nol
excending 12 months.

Flnring Motles Mo, 11 of 1986 s herety withdrawn i (i s saperseded by this notice.
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