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REPORT OF THE 

INVESTIGATION INTO THE 

SINKING OF THE IRISH FISHING 

VESSEL “TAMARISK” OFF 

DURSEY ISLAND, CO. CORK ON 

29 APRIL 2000.
The Marine Casualty
Investigation Board was
established on the 5th,
June 2002 under The
Merchant Shipping
(Investigation of Marine
Casualties) Act 2000

The copyright in the enclosed
report remains with the Marine
Casualty Investigation Board by
virtue of section 35(5) of the
Merchant Shipping (Investigation
of Marine Casualties) Act, 2000. No
person may produce, reproduce or
transmit in any form or by any
means this report or any part
thereof without the express
permission of the Marine Casualty
Investigation Board. This report
may be freely used for educational
purposes.
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1. SYNOPSIS.

On April 29th 2000 at about 0700 hours, the Fishing Vessel “Tamarisk” sailed
from Garnish, Co. Cork. Whilst hauling lobster pots close to the North side of
Dursey Island the “Tamarisk” went aground on rocks. There were no injuries or
fatalities.
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2. FACTUAL INFORMATION 
Description of the vessel “Tamarisk”

2.1 Built: 1980
Owner: Mr. Tim Murphy

Derrymihin West
Castletownbere
Co. Cork

Purchased: March 2000

Registered Length: 8.69 metres
Registered Breadth: 2.90 metres
Registered Depth: 1.22 metres
Gross Tonnage: 4.87 tons
Net Tonnage: 4.87 tons
Port of Registry: The vessel was in the process of being de-registered 

at the time of the incident.

Machinery: One Leyland Thornycroft 2.5 engine.
Engine Power 37.30 kw.

Description of Vessel: Carvel built, wooden fishing vessel with a raked 
stem, round bilge and transform stern. The vessel 
was half decked with a forward wheelhouse and 
forward cabin. It had no watertight bulkheads fitted.
The vessel was being used in pot fishing for crab 
and lobster around the SW Cork Coast.

Lifesaving Appliances available on board.
Lifejackets: Two with whistles.
Lifebuoys: Two — one with line attached.
Pyrotechnics: Six red star distress signals.

Navigational aids provided on board.
One magnetic Compass.
One Foruno Echosounder.
One Foruno GPS Navigator.
One ICOM VHF installation.

The crew of the “Tamarisk” on 29 April 2000 consisted of the following 
persons.

Mr. Tim Murphy aged 42 years of Derrymihin West, Castletownbere, Co. Cork. He
was the skipper of the vessel. Mr. Murphy has completed a Basic Sea Survival
Course.

Mr. Michael O’Sullivan aged 22 years of Castletownbere, Co. Cork. 
Mr. O’Sullivan is not known to hold any formal sea going qualifications.
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3. EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT

3.1 The vessel, manned and equipped as stated in section 1 of this report, sailed
from Garnish, Co. Cork, where it was based, at about 0700 hours on 29 April
2000.

3.2 Initially the two crew hauled and laid pots off Garnish and then in Dursey
Sound. There were about 20 or 25 pots in each line.

3.3 The vessel then went around the north side of Dursey Island and commenced
hauling pots there.
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4. THE INCIDENT

4.1 At about 0915 hours the two crewmembers were hauling a line of lobster pots
close to the shore when the boat grounded. They had about 6 pots on a line
hauled when they felt a bang and discovered that they were on top of a rock. 
See position in Appendix 1.

4.2 Mr. Tim Murphy was operating the hauler, which was on the starboard side of
the wheelhouse. Michael O’Sullivan was baiting the pots and stacking them at
the after end. The vessel was drifting while hauling the pots.

4.3 The weather conditions at the time were variable winds force 1 to 3 with good
visibility. The sea state was moderate mainly due to a south-westerly swell. 
See Met Eireann weather report in Appendix 2.
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5. EVENTS FOLLOWING INCIDENT

5.1 The crew tried to refloat the boat using the engine but to no avail. Mr.Murphy
immediately called Valentia Radio on Channel 16 with a Mayday message and he
also gave them the phone number of a person in Garnish who had a small boat.

5.2 Both crewmembers put on the lifejackets immediately. There were two
lifejackets on the “Tamarisk”.

5.3 Mr. Murphy called Valentia Radio on Channel 16 again and they told him that
there was no reply to the number in Garnish.

5.4 In the meantime, a local man Mr. Frank Sheehan heard the conversation on the
V.H.F. and he went to Garnish and got a small boat and proceeded out to where
the “Tamarisk” had grounded.

5.5 The “Tamarisk” started taking water and went down by the stern.

5.6 The two crewmembers left from the bow.

5.7 They were in the water for approximately 45 minutes before they were picked
up by Mr. Sheehan. Mr. Murphy does not recall any events from here on. Both
crewmembers were subsequently transferred by helicopter from the small boat
to Cork University Hospital at about 1050 hours.

5.8 Mr. Michael O’Sullivan was discharged from hospital later that day (Saturday).
Mr. Tim Murphy was discharged on Tuesday 2nd May 2000 at 1830 hours.

5.9 The boat was lifted onto a barge on Sunday 30th April 2000 and brought to
Castletownbere.
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6. FINDINGS

6.1 The “Tamarisk” was badly damaged. It was holed on both sides of the bottom in
the midship area. See photographs in Appendix 3.

6.2 The rudder was dislodged and bent. There was general flooding damage.

6.3 Mr. Murphy stated that the wind was light from the SE and from his experience
this would tend to push the vessel towards the shore. Also he stated that the tide,
which was low, was also tending to set the vessel onto the shore.

6.4 All aids to navigation in the vicinity were functioning correctly at the time of the
incident.

6.5 There were two lifejackets on board the vessel at the time of the grounding. This
is in compliance with the Merchant Shipping (Life – Saving Appliances)
(Amendment) Rules, 1999, which came into operation on the 1st April 2000. It is
clear that neither crewmember would have survived this incident had they not
been wearing lifejackets.



7. CONCLUSIONS

7.1 The vessel drifted onto the rocks due to the fact that the crew were not
constantly monitoring the vessel’s position. The temptation to leave the
wheelhouse unattended for “ just a few minutes” to lend a hand on deck is great.
It is manifestly dangerous.  In this instance the consequences were serious but
the crew were most fortunate that there was not also loss of life.

7.2 No matter how well the crew of a vessel know a particular area and its currents
and tidal streams, it is imperative that a constant check is kept on the vessels
position, even when stopped.
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8. RECOMMENDATIONS

8.1 All fishing vessels should at all times keep a navigational watch on board. The
International Maritime Organisation (IMO) has adopted Resolution A. 484 (XII)
“Basic Principles to be observed in keeping a Navigational Watch on board Fishing
Vessels “ relating to the principles to be observed in order to ensure that a safe
navigational watch is maintained. The basic principles have been reproduced in
the Annex to Marine Notice No. 39 of 1999 and should be observed by all
concerned. (See Appendix 4). Marine Notice No. 39 of 1999 should be reproduced
and circulated.

8.2 Fishing vessels of less than 40 feet in length should carry a liferaft equipped with
a hydrostatic release unit. Although this vessel was operating very close to the
shore, there can be little doubt but that the availability of a properly inflated
liferaft would have been of great assistance to the crew. Marine Notice No. 11 of
1986, recommended that a liferaft should be carried on fishing vessels of less
than 40 feet in length. 
An updated version of this notice is set out in draft form at Appendix Number 5
and should be published and circulated.



8. Appendices

8.1 Chart extract showing position of sinking.

8.2 Weather Report from Met Eireann.

8.3 Photographs showing damage sustained by “Tamarisk”

8.4 Copy of Marine Notice No. 09 of 2002, dealing with the basic principles to be
observed in keeping a Navigational Watch on board Fishing Vessels.

8.5 Proposed new Marine Notice, dealing with the recommendation that fishing
vessels of less than 40 feet in length should carry a liferaft.
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APPENDIX 8.1

8.1 Chart extract showing position of sinking.
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APPENDIX 8.2

8.2 Weather Report from Met Eireann.



8.3 Photographs showing damage sustained by “Tamarisk”
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8.4 Copy of Marine Notice No. 09 of 2002, dealing with the basic principles to be
observed in keeping a Navigational Watch on board Fishing Vessels.
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8.5 Proposed new Marine Notice, dealing with the recommendation that fishing
vessels of less than 40 feet in length should carry a liferaft.

APPENDIX 8.5
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