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1. SYNOPSIS

1.1 On 28th December 2008 while stowing nets on a flying bridge at the aft end of
the vessel Mr. Alvaro Paz Portas leaned or fell against the guardrail and toppled
into the sea. After numerous attempts to assist him and a delay of
approximately 95 minutes, Mr. Portas’ body was recovered from the water. No
vital signs were apparent and it was presumed that Mr. Portas was dead. 

1.2 Approximate location of the casualty was at Lat. 49° 14’N, Long. 11° 36’W in
international waters as indicated in Appendix 8.2.
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2. FACTUAL INFORMATION

2.1 General description of vessel:   
Name: MFV “Skellig Light II”
Type: Steel hulled trawler with forward accommodation 

and wheelhouse. 
Official number: 403512.

Technical Details:
Length: 29.14 m.
Breadth: 8.00 m.
Moulded depth: 5.6 m.
Moulded draught: 3.3 m.
Gross Tonnage: 324 tonnes
Net Tonnage: 97 tonnes

MFV "Skellig Light II" alongside at La Coruna, January 2009.

2.2 The crew list as received by the owners of the vessel is at Appendix 8.1. 
It is noted that the deceased’s name is not on the list.
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EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT

3. EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT

3.1 Mr. Portas was working on the flying bridge at the aft of the vessel on the
outboard side with a number of other members of the crew. They were engaged
in stowing nets on the flying bridge. Information supplied by the owners
representative suggests that, as far as he was aware Mr. Portas was wearing a
PFD. However, it has not proved possible to confirm this conclusively.  

Mr. Portas was working on the edge of the platform on the left of the
photograph above.

3.2 The nets had raised the working floor of the area to within 18 inches of the top
of the handrail.

3.3 The underfoot surface was irregular; almost solid in places when standing on
head or footropes and very uncertain in way of the nets where the area
underfoot was liable to subside suddenly.

3.4 The weather at the time was wind: Easterly 5 to 6, sea state: rough to very
rough. 

3.5 The vessel was in position Lat. 49° 14’N Long. 11° 36’W as indicated in Appendix
8.2.
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4. THE INCIDENT

4.1 The Skipper reported that Mr. Portas stepped or fell backwards and the handrail
caught him at the back of his legs inevitably leading to him falling overboard.

4.2 The alarm was raised on board immediately by his co-workers. This is reported to
have occurred shortly after 08.00 hrs (ship’s time).

4.3 A lifebuoy was thrown to Mr. Portas and he started to swim towards it. When at a
short distance from the lifebuoy, he gave a groan and stopped swimming.

4.4 Numerous lifebuoys and ropes were thrown towards Mr. Portas but he made no
attempt to retrieve any of them. 

4.5 An attempt was made to hook onto Mr. Portas with a boat hook but he proved too
heavy to retrieve in this manner and after an unspecified delay an attempt was
made to launch the rescue boat.

4.6 On lowering the rescue boat to the water, the crew were unable to start the
engine. The boat was lifted back on board at circa 09.30 hrs. At about the same
time a rope was fouled around Mr. Portas arm and he was recovered on board.

Rescue boat in stowed position. Note the lowering gear is not connected 
and the boat consequently is not ready for immediate use.

THE INCIDENT



5. EVENTS FOLLOWING THE INCIDENT

5.1 On recovering the body a number of tests were suggested by shore medical staff
in Spain to ascertain signs of life. With none apparent it was presumed that 
Mr. Portas was dead and the vessel proceeded to La Coruna. 

5.2 There is no record of any call for assistance to shore facilities or to other
vessels in relation to the incident.

5.3 No consideration was given to proceeding to the nearest port (Dingle or
Castletownbere). The approximate sailing time to Castletownbere/Dingle would
be 14 hours at 10 kts. The sailing time to La Coruna is estimated at 35 hours
ignoring adverse weather conditions.

5.4 No arrival time or other information regarding the events that took place
subsequent to the incident has been made available.

5.5 The skipper of the vessel provided a statement. No corrobating statements from
other crew members were provided.

5.6 While the owners of the vessel were unable to produce a crew list for the vessel
at the time of the incident. It was later produced (see Appendix 8.1). 
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6. CONCLUSIONS

6.1 There was no evidence on the MFV "Skellig Light II" that musters and drills had
ever been carried out.

6.2 Other than the Master and Chief Engineer, the crew could neither speak nor
write English or Irish and consequently could not be familiar with Irish Maritime
law and regulations and did not hold statutory certification from the Irish
maritime administration.

6.3 It took approximately 90 minutes to recover the body of Mr. Portas from the
water in a position almost alongside the vessel. The cause of death was not
officially verified. 

6.4 The investigation was unable to determine conclusively if Mr. Portas was
wearing a PFD. 

6.5 While the vessel was alongside in La Coruna, drills carried out under the
supervision of the Marine Survey Office revealed that the crew were unfit and
unable to easily reach the rescue boat platform. 

6.6 The attempt to launch the rescue boat was unsuccessful because the engine
could not be started. There is no report of concerns about the weather
conditions, which were described as sea state rough to very rough by Met
Éireann (see Appendix 8.3).

6.7 The vessel did not head for the nearest port. 
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7. RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1 The Minister should give consideration to implementing a fishing vessel
Operational Inspection programme and inspections should be carried out
regularly in a planned manner rather than random inspections by surveyors
engaged in other work. These inspections should be additional to survey
inspections and should be unannounced.

7.2 The Minister should enforce the Regulations on manning of Irish Flag fishing
vessels. (S.I. No.192 of 2000 - Fishing Vessels (Certification of Deck Officers and
Engineer Officers) (Amendment) Regulations, 2000).
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Appendix 8.1 List of Crew members.
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APPENDIX 8.2

Appendix 8.2 Map of position of MFV "Skellig Light II".
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Appendix 8.3 Met Éireann Weather and Sea Condition Report.

14

APPENDIX 8.3



15

APPENDIX 8.3Cont.

Appendix 8.3 Met Éireann Weather and Sea Condition Report.
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Appendix 8.3 Met Éireann Weather and Sea Condition Report.

18

APPENDIX 8.3 Cont.



19

APPENDIX 8.3

Appendix 8.3 Met Éireann Weather and Sea Condition Report.
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Appendix 8.3 Met Éireann Weather and Sea Condition Report.
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Appendix 8.3 Met Éireann Weather and Sea Condition Report.
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MCIB RESPONSE 
The MCIB notes the contents of this letter.
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CORRESPONDENCE

MCIB RESPONSE TO LETTER RECEIVED ON 8th APRIL 2010 FROM 
MR. MICHAEL QUINLAN

The MCIB notes the contents of this letter and makes the following observations:

In relation to the use of only Spanish on board the vessel, the MCIB would point
out that as an Irish registered vessel it was required to comply with the language
of the state of registration (Ireland) i.e. English or Irish.  

In relation to other observations contained in this letter the MCIB notes that
these are derived from information supplied by third parties upon which it cannot
ground its conclusions.
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CORRESPONDENCE

MCIB RESPONSE TO LETTER RECEIVED ON 30th MARCH 2010 FROM 
MR. MICHAEL QUINLAN

The MCIB notes the contents of this letter and where necessary and appropriate
factual amendments have been made. 

The MCIB has the following comments:

The MCIB does not accept that it was not necessary to include the name of the
deceased person on the crew list and is of the view that the list should have
contained the names of all persons on board. 

The MCIB believes that in such circumstances it would have been appropriate that
the vessel would have made its way to the nearest port.

While it is now noted that the Master and Chief Engineer could speak English, it is
noted that none of the crew held the required Irish Certificates of Competency as
required by law. 

The MCIB considers that the photograph of the rescue boat used in the report is
indicative of general approaches to safety on board the vessel. 
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