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1. DETAILS OF "OLGARRY" 

1.1 The MFV "Olgarry" was returning to Killybegs after an unsuccessful fishing trip.
The fishing was cancelled due to the heavy swell which made pair trawling
impossible.

1.2 The MFV "Pacelli" was accompanying the "Olgarry" on her return to port.

1.3 The Skipper, Mr. Noel McGing was in the wheelhouse in charge of the watch. He
had Mr. Eamon Molloy on watch as a lookout.

1.4 At approximately 19.00 hours Mr. McGing went below to go to the toilet. He left
Mr. Molloy in the wheelhouse in charge of the watch. The vessel was about 3.6
miles from the alteration point South of Inishduff.

1.5 Whilst Mr. McGing was below, Mr. Molloy was on his own in the wheelhouse. The
vessel was approaching a Waypoint, where an alteration of course was
necessary. As Mr. Molloy was not completely familiar with the Video Plotter on
which the Waypoints were displayed, he was studying the system to see how it
worked and was not keeping a proper lookout. He did not see the "Michelle"
until the "Olgarry" collided with it.

1.6 About 19.15 hours as Mr. McGing was returning to the wheelhouse he felt a
thud, as if the fishing boat had hit an object. Mr. McGing immediately went to
the wheelhouse and stopped the engines where he saw that the "Olgarry" had
collided with a small GRP fishing boat, the "Michelle".

1.7 Mr. McGing contacted the "Michelle" and found out that the boat was not
seriously damaged enough to affect her seaworthiness. He cancelled the
Mayday sent out by the "Michelle" and escorted her into Killybegs.

1.8 The "Michelle" was lifting lobster pots at the time of the collision and could not
easily get out of the way of the approaching "Olgarry".
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2. DETAILS OF "MICHELLE" 

2.1 Mr. Anthony Doherty, Skipper of the "Michelle", saw the "Olgarry" approaching
from a distance of about three miles. He saw the "Olgarry" when his boat was
on the top of the swell, which was large, about 20 feet in height.

2.2 Mr. Doherty thought that the "Olgarry" would keep out of his way as he was
stopped and working his lobster pots. As the "Olgarry" got closer, Mr. Doherty
realised that the "Olgarry" was not going to alter course, he attempted to cut
the line of the lobster pot that he was hauling, and put his boat's engine to full
ahead.

2.3 The "Olgarry" struck the "Michelle" on the Port shoulder at a very acute angle.
This last minute alteration was vital as the "Olgarry" would almost certainly
have struck the "Michelle" at almost right angles, with serious consequences.
The "Michelle" was struck by the upper part of the bow of the "Olgarry", which
was the bluntest part of the bow.

5

MICHELLE



3. SEA & SWELL CONDITIONS

3.1 At time of the collision a heavy swell of about 20 feet was running. This made the
task of observing small boats extremely difficult as they tend not to be on the
top of the swell all the time. As the "Michelle" was built of Glass Reinforced
Plastic (GRP) it presented a very poor Radar Target, making radar detection
almost impossible.
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4. VISIBILTY

4.1 The visibility was very good all round, so if a proper lookout had been kept, the
"Michelle" would have been easy to spot, especially as the "Olgarry" became
closer.
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5. MANNING

5.1 The "Olgarry" was manned with 9 crewmembers, two of whom had Certificates of
Competency.

Mr. Noel McGing possessed a Skipper Limited Certificate Number 217 issued
10/12/68.

Mr. Gary McGing possessed a Second Hand Full Certificate of Competency Number
083 issued 24/01/95.

5.2 The "Olgarry" Regulations were correctly manned according to the 1988 Fishing
Officers.

5.3 The "Michelle" was under 16.5 metres and therefore did not require a Certificate
of Competency on board.
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6. COLLISION REGULATIONS

6.1 Collision Regulations (Ships and water craft on the Water) Order 1984 S.I. No.
29 of 1984.
The Collision regulations shall apply to- - 
(a) all ships on the surface of the water,
(b) all water craft on or above such surface.

The "Olgarry" was a "power driven vessel" under Rule 3 (b) "General Definitions"
as she was not fishing, but returning to port.

The "Michelle" was a "vessel engaged in fishing" under Rule 3 (d) "General
Definitions" as she was restricted in her ability to maneuver as she was in the
process of lifting lobster pots. This definition is open to question in this case
depending on whether a lobster pot line can be defined as "other fishing
apparatus" which may restrict her ability to maneuver.

6.2 Under Rule 5 "Look-out" the following applies:

"Every vessel shall at all times maintain a proper look-out by sight and hearing as
well as by all available means appropriate in the prevailing circumstances and
conditions so as to make a full appraisal of the situation and of the risk of
collision".

The watchman on board the "Olgarry" did not maintain a proper look-out as
required by the above Rule 5.

6.3 Under Rule 6 "Safe Speed" the following applies:

"Every vessel shall at all times proceed at a safe speed so that she can take
proper and effective action to avoid collision and be stopped within a distance
appropriate to the prevailing conditions and circumstances".

The Skipper did not make sure that the "Olgarry" was proceeding at a safe speed.

6.4 Under Rule 7 (a) "Risk of collision" the following applies:

"Every vessel shall use all available means appropriate to the prevailing
circumstances and conditions to determine if risk of collision exists. If there is
any doubt, such risk shall be deemed to exist."

The watchman did not use any of the available means to determine if risk of
collision existed.
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6.5 Under Rule 8(a) "Action to avoid collision" the following applies:

"Any action taken to avoid collision shall, if the circumstances of the case admit,
be positive, made in ample time and with due regard to the observance of good
seamanship".

No action was taken to avoid the collision by either vessel.

6.6 Under Rule 18 (a) (iii) "Responsibilities between vessels" the following applies:

(a) "A power driven vessel underway shall keep out of the way of":
(iii)   "a vessel engaged in fishing".

The "Olgarry" did not keep out of the way of the "Michelle".

6.7 In conclusion the Skipper of the "Olgarry" appears to be in contravention of the
following rules under the Collision Rules, namely:-
Rule 5 Look-out.
Rule 6 Safe Speed.
Rule 7 Risk of collision.
Rule 8 Action to avoid collision.
Rule 18 Responsibilities between vessels.
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7. CONCLUSIONS

7.1 A proper lookout was not kept  by a suitably qualified person on the board the
"Olgarry".

7.2 The collision could have had serious consequences for the "Michelle" in that she
was a far smaller boat in comparison to the "Olgarry".  The "Michelle" was
damaged on the forward port side, the wheelhouse, the  port whaleback and
shoulder.
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8. APPENDICES

A Details of the "Olgarry" and "Michelle". 

B Map of Killybegs harbour area

C Copy of examination results of Mr. Noel McGing, Skipper, F.V. "Olgarry".             

D Report of casualty - WR58

E Report of casualty - form WR1 "Michelle"

F Report of casualty - form WR1 "Olgarry"
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A Details of the "Olgarry" and "Michelle". 
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B Map of Killybegs harbour area
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C Copy of examination results of Mr. Noel McGing, Skipper, F.V. "Olgarry".
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D Report of casualty - WR58

17

APPENDIX D



E Report of casualty - form WR1 "Michelle"
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F Report of casualty - form WR1 "Olgarry"
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CORRESPONDENCE

MCIB REPONSE TO THE LETTER FROM MR. NOEL MCGING OF
18TH MARCH, 2003

Inspection of the chart for the area and local knowledge clearly shows
that the collision occurred in an area that does not lie within a recognised
fairway. The reporting system to highlight presence by local pot fishermen
has no offical mandate and is not compulsory.

CONTD.


