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OLGARRY
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DETAILS OF "OLGARRY"

The MFV "Olgarry” was returning to Killybegs after an unsuccessful fishing trip.
The fishing was cancelled due to the heavy swell which made pair trawling
impossible.

The MFV "Pacelli” was accompanying the "Olgarry” on her return to port.

The Skipper, Mr. Noel McGing was in the wheelhouse in charge of the watch. He
had Mr. Eamon Molloy on watch as a lookout.

At approximately 19.00 hours Mr. McGing went below to go to the toilet. He left
Mr. Molloy in the wheelhouse in charge of the watch. The vessel was about 3.6
miles from the alteration point South of Inishduff.

Whilst Mr. McGing was below, Mr. Molloy was on his own in the wheelhouse. The
vessel was approaching a Waypoint, where an alteration of course was
necessary. As Mr. Molloy was not completely familiar with the Video Plotter on
which the Waypoints were displayed, he was studying the system to see how it
worked and was not keeping a proper lookout. He did not see the "Michelle”
until the "Olgarry” collided with it.

About 19.15 hours as Mr. McGing was returning to the wheelhouse he felt a
thud, as if the fishing boat had hit an object. Mr. McGing immediately went to
the wheelhouse and stopped the engines where he saw that the "Olgarry” had
collided with a small GRP fishing boat, the "Michelle".

Mr. McGing contacted the "Michelle” and found out that the boat was not
seriously damaged enough to affect her seaworthiness. He cancelled the
Mayday sent out by the "Michelle" and escorted her into Killybegs.

The "Michelle" was lifting lobster pots at the time of the collision and could not
easily get out of the way of the approaching "Olgarry”.
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MICHELLE

2.1

2.2

2.3

DETAILS OF "MICHELLE"

Mr. Anthony Doherty, Skipper of the "Michelle", saw the "Olgarry" approaching
from a distance of about three miles. He saw the "Olgarry” when his boat was
on the top of the swell, which was large, about 20 feet in height.

Mr. Doherty thought that the "Olgarry” would keep out of his way as he was
stopped and working his lobster pots. As the "Olgarry” got closer, Mr. Doherty
realised that the "Olgarry” was not going to alter course, he attempted to cut
the line of the lobster pot that he was hauling, and put his boat's engine to full
ahead.

The "Olgarry” struck the "Michelle” on the Port shoulder at a very acute angle.
This last minute alteration was vital as the "Olgarry” would almost certainly
have struck the "Michelle" at almost right angles, with serious consequences.
The "Michelle" was struck by the upper part of the bow of the "Olgarry”, which
was the bluntest part of the bow.
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3.

3.1

SEA & SWELL CONDITIONS

At time of the collision a heavy swell of about 20 feet was running. This made the
task of observing small boats extremely difficult as they tend not to be on the
top of the swell all the time. As the "Michelle” was built of Glass Reinforced
Plastic (GRP) it presented a very poor Radar Target, making radar detection
almost impossible.
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4. VISIBILTY

4.1 The visibility was very good all round, so if a proper lookout had been kept, the
"Michelle” would have been easy to spot, especially as the "Olgarry" became
closer.




MANNING

5.

5.1

5.2

5.3

MANNING

The "Olgarry” was manned with 9 crewmembers, two of whom had Certificates of
Competency.

Mr. Noel McGing possessed a Skipper Limited Certificate Number 217 issued
10/12/68.

Mr. Gary McGing possessed a Second Hand Full Certificate of Competency Number
083 issued 24/01/95.

The "Olgarry” Regulations were correctly manned according to the 1988 Fishing
Officers.

The "Michelle” was under 16.5 metres and therefore did not require a Certificate
of Competency on board.
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COLLISION REGULATIONS

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

COLLISION REGULATIONS

Collision Regulations (Ships and water craft on the Water) Order 1984 S.1. No.
29 of 1984,

The Collision regulations shall apply to- -

(a) all ships on the surface of the water,

(b) all water craft on or above such surface.

The "Olgarry” was a "power driven vessel” under Rule 3 (b) "General Definitions”
as she was not fishing, but returning to port.

The "Michelle” was a "vessel engaged in fishing” under Rule 3 (d) "General
Definitions” as she was restricted in her ability to maneuver as she was in the
process of lifting lobster pots. This definition is open to question in this case
depending on whether a lobster pot line can be defined as "other fishing
apparatus” which may restrict her ability to maneuver.

Under Rule 5 "Look-out” the following applies:

"Every vessel shall at all times maintain a proper look-out by sight and hearing as
well as by all available means appropriate in the prevailing circumstances and
conditions so as to make a full appraisal of the situation and of the risk of

collision".

The watchman on board the "Olgarry” did not maintain a proper look-out as
required by the above Rule 5.

Under Rule 6 "Safe Speed" the following applies:

"Every vessel shall at all times proceed at a safe speed so that she can take
proper and effective action to avoid collision and be stopped within a distance
appropriate to the prevailing conditions and circumstances”.

The Skipper did not make sure that the "Olgarry” was proceeding at a safe speed.
Under Rule 7 (a) "Risk of collision” the following applies:

"Every vessel shall use all available means appropriate to the prevailing
circumstances and conditions to determine if risk of collision exists. If there is

any doubt, such risk shall be deemed to exist.”

The watchman did not use any of the available means to determine if risk of
collision existed.




COLLISION REGULATIONS

6.5

6.6

6.7

Under Rule 8(a) "Action to avoid collision” the following applies:

"Any action taken to avoid collision shall, if the circumstances of the case admit,
be positive, made in ample time and with due regard to the observance of good
seamanship”.

No action was taken to avoid the collision by either vessel.
Under Rule 18 (a) (iii) "Responsibilities between vessels" the following applies:

(@) "A power driven vessel underway shall keep out of the way of":
(iii) "a vessel engaged in fishing".

The "Olgarry” did not keep out of the way of the "Michelle".

In conclusion the Skipper of the "Olgarry” appears to be in contravention of the
following rules under the Collision Rules, namely:-

Rule 5 Look-out.

Rule 6 Safe Speed.

Rule 7 Risk of collision.

Rule 8 Action to avoid collision.

Rule 18 Responsibilities between vessels.
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7. CONCLUSIONS

7.1 A proper lookout was not kept by a suitably qualified person on the board the
"Olgarry".

7.2 The collision could have had serious consequences for the "Michelle" in that she
was a far smaller boat in comparison to the "Olgarry". The "Michelle" was
damaged on the forward port side, the wheelhouse, the port whaleback and

shoulder.
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8. APPENDICES

A Details of the "Olgarry” and "Michelle".

B Map of Killybegs harbour area

C Copy of examination results of Mr. Noel McGing, Skipper, F.V. "Olgarry".
D Report of casualty - WR58

E Report of casualty - form WR1 "Michelle”

F Report of casualty - form WR1 "Olgarry”
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APPENDIX A

A Details of the "Olgarry” and "Michelle".
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APPENDIX B

Map of Killybegs harbour area
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Copy of examination results of Mr. Noel McGing, Skipper, F.V. "Olgarry".
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D Report of casualty - WR58

DepapTMERT OF
TRANIPORT AN
Powes

M.B.—This Report should be forwarded promptly to the Chief Surveyor as soon as the Receiver of
Wreck first receives intelligence of the Casualty.

Name of Ship Port of Where Lying and Within Probable
State whether Steam, | o O Official No. | what Port and Probable| _ Port of
Motor or Sailing egisiry Date of Leaving ! Destination

) | g |
Of.é-ﬁ'fﬁff () Sueo. |S0s7. |/ -%i;‘? I /i{,;i RECS

Va8

Date, Time (state whether G.M.T. or Summer Time), Nature and Partieulars of Casualty, inclu-
ding Number of Crew, Number of Paszsengers, and Number of Lives Lost (if any):—

- = A/a chsusry K Cetws .
hfa)es 1913 Hes . y £
_F_.-a-"""'

Coil|sMef. BETAEES. M FV Qf.w-l:f + MEV wfre et &

Name al:lgg.ddmss of Local Agent of Ship "‘f: /1{:;5; &l ?6'1""{;: {Mc{{ A ;4(_:;}/.&'&'5’_

G ) : Gt o /.
The Chief Surveyor, ,‘:\}:‘?f;,- oy ¢ XHeceiver of Wreck.
Marine Survey Office, --"I AR D A G
Dept. of Transport and Powes, '0{‘.3',5"
27 Eden Quay, Dublin 1. ™ mmsaza aco R ————
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APPENDIX E

Report of casualty - form WR1 "Michelle”

APPENDIX E :
WR. 1. ’
REPORT OF A SHIPPING CASUALTY Year o
Casualty
TYPE OF CASUALTY ... QAZ/S/0n o .
{Enter “Collision™, “Foundering”, “Missing”, “Fire" etc.) itr2 7
Mame of Ship []HI.\M‘:IG Lemers) Oificial Mumber or Nationality Part nl’j‘R,egiur}-
vy MUCHEL oo |NaT fiT KiGarie 2D
i
Gross Length Irom, Sreel Year of Speed Mo, of MNa. of Mature of
Tomnage owerall or Wood Buald Crew passengeTs Employmemn
4 3 -] 7 8 9 10 11
iI-6Tom. | 38937 | CGRP. 58 |1 2Ks| 2 wele| e
&) Mame of Master &) Mame of Pilot (if anv) Mame and Rank of CHficer in charge a1
}Iﬂ Mo, of has Certificase E’h'l By whom Licensed time of Casaalty
12 13 14
W PuTheny DoMEETL | @ Auritonyy Jp #227y
e B | et | e | ey
17 18
&mry 3##’” 7Y
M/-f¢‘v_}’ AL T s
Hilkeds oS

Particulars of Casualty (State whether G.M.T., B.5.T., or local time)

19
(a) Mame of place where casualty ocoarred

(k) Latinede and Longinsde

S%.35 Nrw B 35" WEST

(] True bearmg and distance from & point of
Land ar light, when in sght

TrntSDake .. |k Mokt st

| Duteand |  Staeea State of weather | Ebirection and force
hscroer Tide arl atmosphere af wind
n 11 z z
j‘ﬁfgj‘ et Leod 'l«"d!d‘-'#‘:jr Foted 7 ol
sét. | Cxrsal
T T
Number of hves bost Mumber af lives
State of sea and swebl | saved and by what
o LAl el el
.F:"E}_J'f . ‘...___..v""
Swéed. Ao
‘._____...--!

Il salvage services rendered, state by

ham and whethe for
wham and whesher paid for =1 W,

Account of casualty, with remarks as to cause and whether it could have been avoided
i

salvage or oﬁimary rales

A
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FARLICULAKD KEJUIKED FUK 5 L KANDINGS

[
If Diecca Navigator fix obtained, state decometer| 51
reading

What, and at what time, were the last landmarks,| 52
beacons, or buoys visible? State whether
G.M.T., B.S.T. or local time

Were these marks seen directly or by radar? Give| 53
wvisual bearings or radar ranges and bearings

Were bearings obtained from any beacon or| 54
direction-finding station? If so, state bearings
obtained? (State whether bearings are true,
compass or relative )

How long before stranding were these bearings| 55
abtained?

Were soundings taken? How long  before| (5
stranding? /&\F

What was the depth at first and last soungisg? 7

Course steering when casualty bappened (State| 58
whether True or Magnetic |

Speed at time nfstrunﬂw( 59

Diirection of ship zhead after stranding &0
(State whethef True or Magnetic)

-
Was the casualty due to an  uncharted) 61

obstruction?
]

PARTICULARS REQUIRED FOR COLLISIONS

|
Course of own vessel when other was first| 62
observed? (State whether True or Magnetic)

Qr&trﬂnw#/

Speed of own vessel when other was first| 63
ohserved?

A

What was: (a) bearing of other vessel when &4
first seen?

(b} bearing and range of other
vessel when first observed by
radar?

(State whether True or Magnetic)

ppLoncs me Elom WEET Digécr ov
-— e F}Fx..:z-c.

Colour of light or lights of other vessel first seen,| 65 /#}'

and how Eanghe ore the collision? M -
Course of other vessel when first observed? State| 66 | L¢3 &

how ohtained, visually, or by radar plor, — Loy /{'E— .
Direction of own vessel’s head at l.im:nt'mllislonl 67

(State whether True or Magnetic) %’- Wes7 /” .
Direction of other vessel's head at time of] 68 </e

collision (State whether True or Magnetic)

Were the engines of own vessel slowed or| 69
stopped? Give particulars.

S Ap:d.ﬁ Du‘,/‘ LdLEmb-

Crwn speed when collision took place 0

Sra rﬁn:rm},-f '

Were lights properly fitted and shown and fog| 71
signals made P:acmrdanrc with 1-|:g,'|.alativ|:|ma:E

S YhS

Did the other vessel give her name and stand by| 72
after collision, in accordance with the statutory
requirements?

‘,f55 . MFV 0MM7

Mame, nationality, port and official Mo, of other| 73

Ottt py — TR15H — Sy pn
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Forward Aft

What was vessel's draught of water forward and| 32 .
aft? MNaip Sed.

Title, number, date and publishers of the chart| 33
in use at the time of the casualty and number
of last large and small correction.

MNumber of compasses, Were they in good order?| 34 1"’

(a) Gyrocompasses = ' £ g
LY
(b) Magnetic compasses .';

Could any part of the cargo affect any compass?| 35 “[ o.

Were the life-saving applicances on board in| 36 ce
accordance with the statutory requirements? 'If"'

Mumber of watertight compartments? 7 ﬂ/ﬂ

Did they prove of use in this case” k3 #_,."IP

Were the fire appliances on board in accordance| 3%
with the statutory requirements? | al @ -

Was the vessel well found in all respects? 40 l;,l" £5

If coal was carried as bodler fuel how were the| 41 ;'“?
bunkers ventilated? N

Cargo and/or ballast— 42 - 5.

(a) what kind and quantity of cargo and/or "!::’5”‘[ .@r
ballast was carried?
{b) where was it carried?

Had vessel a deck load? 43 | Lossrae fors

If of containers were they properly secured, and :
in what manner?

If of timber, was it in accordance with the| 44 NI.#
statutory requirements? '

Was she overladen? 45 ala

Was the cargo properly stowed? R '-f’f’{

If vessel had a grain cargo, was it stowed in| 47 '
accordance with the statutory requirements? J-'ff?

If a coal cargo, were all holds completely full, if| 48
not, state capacity of empty space left in each nf A
hold? How were the holds ventilated?

State of weather at time of shipment 49| Gosw J.;,M;y’}.- - gl .

What navigational and communication aids were| 50 A B
carried and which were in use prior to the Radar —
casualty?

(Insert tick in Box A if carried and in Box [t EEUTSIET e I IV

Bif in use) s 1

Radio direction finder .......ocooeaee vf’ ‘_/'r |

State radar range scale in use prior to the casualty| S0a Echio SOUNBER ....ooveesseeresssees ‘77‘
| AULOMAtc SIEETIRE -...cviemesceerans I

M_.F. Radio Telegraph ..... -
M.F. Radso telephone ..............
W.H.F. Radio telephone ........... 'Iff
Oithers (mame them) ................

i
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PARTICULARS REQUIRED FOR FOUNDERINGS
Had the main engines broken down or become| T4 |
inoperative before foundering?
Had the steering gear broken down or become| 75
inoperative before foundering?

Had any of the ship’s pumps broken down or| 76
became inoperative before foundering”

V= Date and hour of springing leak or of vessel| 77 Pf.}'
shipping heavy seas ”

{'.nurscsleer\eu:lprinrmmlfcundering?f{/ 78 |I

Circumstances of the voyage immedidtely pre-| 79
ceding the foundering |

Details of measures take%n prevent the| B0 |

foundering

Account of casualty (continued from page 1)
1 fRofil paAvCH pAYy HEPT By CcLEW s c?z.;:mcx/.

Signature and Title of person providing the above information, o

The Secretary,
Depariment of Traniport,
Marine Branch,
Apolle House,
Tara Street,
Dublin 2.

Wy, 415, 500 10D, Cakull. (TESI) G, 0003
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F Report of casualty - form WR1 "Olgarry”

WR. L. )
REPORT OF A SHIPPING CASUA]

TYPE OF CASUALTY CZ‘A’{} S/ond

(Enter “Collision”, “Foundering”, “Missing™, *'Fire" etc.) 19 ‘fd

Mame of Ship (Block Letters) OHificial Number or Nationality [ Puort af ?.:g,ulrg.‘
L 2 |

s, LCARR So S7/ .
:rl.‘v ...... O ................................................................. | #gfﬁﬁ’f. g.i{f{;—'ﬂv

Giross Length ]mwir.ﬂ:l ‘:";s_rl:;lf | Speed | "&n r!f Mo, of E‘.‘iatl'urc af

Tmrage mc;'all ar p qlrn | 5 rgﬂ paarsiggm mp ]n:rirm.rnt
e/ o8 Fr| Sreex. (F76 /06 hrg, T wil. | DebpSs frspmc,

) Mame of Master {a) Mame of Pilot (if any) Name and Rank of Officer in changs a1
{h) Mo, af his Certificate " |k} By whom Licensed i 'Ii.1'n.|rd|!'|l'ju|.|n]l1_.'

2 . —— Fi —
fa) /VUEL ..... A f{:ﬂ\fﬁ‘- ................... fa} . Ettum ooy ‘FF’“‘?M”%-&
TB) e venseccnsecnacencenmecemsiceiectomstssttass et sasssaness TB] oottt ceeenesecnecnecsnceesansscecee] PIHEE, Bt E ool L’:;;!m;./

DTi!imlé’;f: ggﬁ&‘;‘““ and | Pont ';:Iéz‘}“'ﬂ‘:;‘ and Part of Destination Nam:raniifrm
15 18 17 18

Negs MEC we

ROTOT LTS 2 s
= e g —
Particularsf Casualty (State whether G.M.T., B.5.T., or local time) -
19 Drate and Snate of State of weather Drirection and force
hour Tide and atmosphere af wind
(&) Mame ol place where casualty ocourned 20 1] 22 i

weore day . PRk g, | Lt | Fetce 7 Yo
and 19I55, dgep S5 4. rumm:

(b} Latitude and Longitade Bumber af lives lost Mumber of lives
State of sen and swell saved and by what

.35 Motz 8. 35 tor” ’ v | g 3

fe) True beasing and distance from a poiat of —
La.ndnrl.iglﬁs.whenlin:ighl = 3#@ ‘s:""m" _..-"".-
Tuwsdasé . 1omes fasr. . Ao —]

If salvage services rendered, state by Avccount of casualty, with remarks &5 1o cause and whether it could have been avaided
wham and whether paid for at 5

salvage or ordinary rates
b ]

Vosasl e /& -"f';éd.?rmg BETRE FrimmiC
Jf1 Sk fped Aefr widgs pocwse h co T Toce7 CwE by
Aﬁj- AEFT s af Wit & Ed Howag £ Tl kg U7 o Din mar csshes &
lwrFy Menéce s AHaviive Lossrat /m—g -
| VESSEL Trewen AV Micihicc g oo Fortoith forrs 3£

Conginued on page 4

Extent of damage to ship ond carpo
0

_— A oM —

FOR USE OF DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT ONLY
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L Drevea Navigator i obtamed, state decometer| 51
reading

What, aﬁd at what time, were the last landmarks,| 52
beacons, or buoys visible? State whether
G.M.T., B.5.T. or local time

Were these marks seen directly or by radar? Give| 53
visual bearings or radar ranges and bearings

Were bearings obtained from any beacon or| 54
direction-finding station? If so, state hearings!
obtained? (State whether bearings are true,
compass or relative)

How long before stranding were these bearings| 55
obtained?

Were soundings taken? How long before| 36
stranding?

What was the depth at first and last sounding? 57 \ ,f}

b
T

Course steering when casualty happened (State| 58
whether True or Magnetic) /

Speed at time of stranding 59 /

Direction of ship's head after stranding Lt
(State whether True or Magnetic)

Was the casualty due to an uncharted| 61 r’;
obstruction? |

PARTICULARS REQUIRED FOR COLLISIONS

Course of own vessel when other was first 62
observed? (State whether True or Magnetic) Sreetine fou”

Speed of own vessel when other was first 63
Fohs:n':d'? ‘?ﬁ/ﬁ'ﬂ s,

What was: (a) jhi::;n;g Elf other vessel when| 64 T F/MH? "5“""""‘;" Mot . 5/ Fante ZMS"'H
I -1
ib) bearing and range of other
vessel when first observed by ‘#‘ s
radar?
(State whether True or Magnetic)

Colour of light or lights of other vessel first seen,| 65 /r‘?’
and how long before the collision? M

Course of other vessel when first observed? State| 66 ST‘?T"’"“?—I}" — Hekesrn't fodsrid }%?I
heow abtained, visually, or by radar plot,

Direction of own vessel's head at time of collision| 67 e
(State whether True or Magnetic) feq feuce .

Direction of other vessel's head at time of 6f 280"
collision (State whether True or Magnetic)

Were the engines of own vessel slowed or| 69 Alo
stopped? Give particulars. .

Own speed when collision took place 0 f,@w

Were lights properly ftted and shown and fog| 71
signa madeuLFnﬁuncmdanu with :'uzg:l:lilan'u:rns.§ "'/'4' .

after collision, in accordance with the statutory

Did the ather vessel give her name and stand by| 72 Yﬁ < MEY *‘ffﬂﬁ‘ s
requirements? ’

Name, nationality, port and official No. of other| 73 —
ok MEV Miewcys - I‘;'ff.:_? ¥
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Brall s’ v aaC] B BLAUELIL U WD 1O vl alil
aft? 1

- Deézp 4 2o Miritm S ap Ao .

By nurn.b:r,. date and publishers of the chart
in use at the time of the casualty and number
of last large and small correction.

13 | Bterrar A mertate Ty CaL 7S, pp Dewlide ggy

Mumber of compasses. Were they in good order?

34 —
(a) Gyrocompasses — L }’f’. <

(b) Magnetic compasses

L

Could any part of the cargo affect any compass?

1 o

Were the life-saving applicances on board in
accordance with the statutory requirements?

Number of watertight compartments?

7 r/f;‘ ‘

Did they prove of use in this case?

kS ,v/jr' .

Were the fire appliances on board in accordance
with the statutory requirements?

30 ygs.

Was the vessel well found in all respects?

40 |{,-","}5

If coal was carried as boiler fuel how were the| 41
bunkers ventilated? N/ﬁ ¢
Cargo and/or ballast:— 42

{a) what kind and quantity of cargo and'or
ballast was carried?
(b} where was it carried?

Frsé an Fzw Aocp,

Had vessel a deck load?
If of containers were they properly secured, and|
in what manner? |

43 .l'\-";-'ﬁ )

1
If of timber, was it in accordance with the
statutory requirements?

44 ;f/;-j?

Was she overladen? 45 Mo .
Was the cargo properly stowed? 46 ?f,g,g
If vessel had a _%Irnin cargo, was it stowed in| 47

accordance with the statuiory requirements? .ﬂ.-"/f?
If a coal cargo, were all holds completely full, iff 48

not, state capacity of empty space left in each
hald? How were the holds ventilated?

N/ﬂ'-

State of weather at time of shipment

49 | Urs/ by g Goed  — Aﬂ;g SELL .

What navigational and communication aids were
carried and which were in use prior to the
casualty?

(Insert tick in Box A if carried and in Box
Bif in use)

State radar range scale in use prior to the casualty

50 A B
Dheccn NavigALE ....covvevruanianinn S
Radio direction finder ._.............| o

Slla Echo Saunder .......covveriinrrsennrns

NR

AULCMETE SIEEINR ooociinniiannnan

M.F. Radie Teblegraph .............

M.F. Radio telephane .............[ #

V.H.F. Radio telephane ..., o

Oithers (mame them) ..o,

50 AC bwds ore

7 — 2 W,
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PARTICULARS REQUIRED FOR FOUNDERINGS

Had the main engines broken down or become| 74

inoperative before foundering? -
Had the 5|.eel-ing*cgear broken down or become| 75 | !
inoperative before foundering? _
T
Had any of the ship's pumps broken down or| 76
became inoperative before foundering?
Date and hour of springing leak or of vessel| 77
shipping heavy seas
Course steered prior to vessel foundering? 78

=
e

Circumstances of the voyage immediately pre-| 79
ceding the foundering

Details of measures taken to prevent the| B0 /
foundering

Account of casualty (continued from page 1) )
SKiZpdl ©F MEV sfieweice eoebSELvEDd OK cALR Y AfPLodCins BuT DD Aor

CtL oo cHAwmER 1b  Bur séqr Hapday Ca o (wawmes 24. HE creesl
Gz-’é-d-rm-;,f Be Cowrtmrnve s L Gf Foed cociisioy B TEAE imat§ Mo 4«:&;15.:1 A’;;-
6Ly, (g Man N SNEEL HousE ITHTED THrT HE LAS 0FSIWC

o hoald foppural o0 DD weor TEE raE MEV ficnbiis, THL JESSEL

WS ee AuTmmaric frheT wHEx. SOLLiSiord ot EL

Aes ivtar COadD .9!4:-':.‘- Gecw Avoibild F THE Fodlaeawe #HoTre #AD FEEN TANEN

Q) Ber7EE WaTew dy Cand afEnfEL g 45146-"*4}7'
2/ CHLEY WY Dioaedsy o CHANNES /&
(31 LE EymsiyE A Traw D BEEw TAKEY By Skiffed e HEV icnbtds sowin #e
0dsatve) Dicadly diARrg Dowsri. i
Signature and Title of person providing the above information ﬂfF"fﬁ J"’f_é‘-""‘"s .............................

Date ....... ﬁ)",/'?r .............................................

The Secretary,
Department of Transport,
Muarine Branch,
Apollo House,
Tara Street,
Diublin 2,

Above is my report on the casualty fo the ..

Signature or Stamp of Receiver of Wreck,
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Mr. Noel McGing

VM. D}ck Heron,

Church Road,
Killybegs,
Co. Donegal.

18/03/2003
Your Ref,: MCIB 33

E

Skoretary, Tl N
Marine Casualty Investightibn Bard,
Leeson Lane, ,
Dublin 2.

.1¥ﬁ

Dear Mr. Heron,

My Comments on the collision between M.F.V. "Olgarry’ and M.F.V. "Michelle' on the
26/09/1995% are as follows:-

M.F.¥. "OLGAREY" - Course 104° (T) 9 knots. Waypoint 1 Mile South Inishduff

This is the route used by all the fishing vessels in Killvbegs to and from the fishing
grounds to the West and Morth. It is a recognised falrway and has been the route
pricr to the inception of plotters and radars. The pot fishermen are aware of this
and never shoot their gear in the fairway (Rule 9BC). Fishing is also a lot better

to the Morth closer to the Island of Inishduff where gear 1s easier to work as the
water 1s shallower.

It is custom for all pot fishermen who fish in an area where trawling is possible

to inform all vessels where pots are shot. However it is never done in a recognised
fairway. There is actually a service provided by Mr. Norbid Fox from Co. Mayoe who
informs all vessels by fax of this. The skipper of the Michelle did not de this.

It is to the advantage of both, as pots are lost and serious damage can be caused

to stern tube seals, sonars and sounders on trawlers. On this occcasion due to weather
conditions it was wirtually impessible to see the Michelle as the skipper himself
could only see the Olgarry when he was on the crest of a wave. For 95% of the time
the hull of the vessel was invisible. There was no radar target. The Michelle had
no radar reflector. It is difficult teo understand how the Michelle having gone full
ahead on her engine (bearing in mind that this was a very powerful vessel capable

of over 20 knota with 300HP+) hit the Olgarry (port shoulder of the Michelle). It
is fair to say had she not moved a collision would have been averted.

CORRESPONDENCE
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MCIB Response

It iz much more likely that the Michelle was on the starboard side of the Olgarry,
going astern keeping off her gear. The bow of the Olgarry caught the rope leader
pulling the Michelle port bow to the bow of the Olgarry. The impact broke the rope
and caused the damage. The Olgarry was listening on Channel 16 as obliged. The
Michelle was cbviously unaware of this.

Thanking vou.

Signed,

L/ 2
Ll / _//

HOEL MC GING

MCIB REPONSE TO THE LETTER FROM MR. NOEL MCGING OF
18TH MARCH, 2003

Inspection of the chart for the area and local knowledge clearly shows
that the collision occurred in an area that does not lie within a recognised
fairway. The reporting system to highlight presence by local pot fishermen
has no offical mandate and is not compulsory.




