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1. SYNOPSIS

1.1 The 17.1 meter fishing vessel MFV “Nausicaa” left Skerries Harbour in the early
hours of Tuesday the 18th April 2006 for the fishing grounds east of
Clogherhead.

1.2 There were seven crewmembers on board.

1.3 After the net was shot for prawns the crew went for breakfast.

1.4 When the time came to retrieve the nets, the crew were mustered and one
crewmember was found to be missing.
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2. FACTUAL INFORMATION

2.1 Vessel description.

Type                   Trawler
Name                  Nausicaa
Official Number 403979
Length                 56.2 Feet
Breadth                21.8 Feet
Built                     1989
Material               Steel
Engine Power       441 KW
Gross Tonnage     114.12
Net Tonnage          34.24
Registered             DA 63 2005 Drogheda

2.2 Vessel Type

Fishing vessel. Stern trawler outfitted for prawns. 90% covered in.

2.3 Safety Equipment.

The vessel carried safety equipment in compliance with the regulations.
The vessel carried lifejackets and Personal Flotation Device (PFD) for every person
on board.
Two liferafts carried for 12 men (port and starboard).
The crew wore PFDs as a matter of course during their normal duties on deck.

2.4 Radio equipment.

Radio survey carried out in August 2005.
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FACTUAL INFORMATION

2.5 Manning.

The vessel had seven persons on board at the time of the incident:

Skipper:  Mr Kenneth Russell Irish
Qualification: Second Hand full Certificate of competency issued 

on the 23rd of February 2001.
Experience: Fishing for the last 15 years.

Crew number 1 Mr Nicolajs Cerkasins Latvian
Crew number 2 Mr Jorens Krauze Latvian
Crew number 3 Mr Edgars Birkmans Latvian
Crew number 4 Mr Maigonis Petersons Latvian
Crew number 5 Mr Maris Polaks Latvian
Crew number 6 Mr Juris Danilivs Latvian
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3. EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT

3.1 The MFV “Nausicaa” left Skerries Harbour between the hours of 0400hours and
0430 hours Local Time on the morning of the 18th April 2005.The vessel headed
for the fishing grounds west of Clogherhead.

3.2 The vessel averages about 9 knots and arrived at the fishing grounds west of
Clogherhead at about 0600hours Local Time.

3.3 The net was then shot in about 36 meters of water and at this stage all hands
were engaged in the working of the vessel.

3.4 The vessel then trawled slowly between 2 and 3 knots firstly in a north
direction then in a southerly direction against the tide.

3.5 The crew went below and the Skipper remained on watch on the bridge alone.

3.6 The weather throughout this period was Westerly Force 3, visibility 7 to 8 miles
and calm seas.

3.7 Mr. Danilivs was last seen at approx 0800hours Local Time on the 18th April
2005.

3.8 He was wearing a white synthetic top, blue jeans and trainers.
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4. THE INCIDENT

4.1 The Skipper called the crew for the retrieval of the net at about 1100hours
Local Time on the morning of the 18th April 2005.

4.2 It became apparent at this stage that one of the crew was missing.

4.3 The vessel was searched and no sign of the crewman was found.

4.4 Man overboard procedures were implemented by the Skipper.

4.5 The Skipper made a Pan Pan call to Dublin Coast Guard on VHF Channel 16
advising them that a man was missing and presumed overboard.

4.6 The position of the vessel was 53 47.78 North and 005 50.57 West.

4.7 The identity of the crewman was Mr. Juris Danilivs D.O.B. 20/06/1973.

4.8 The Coast Guard tasked Rescue Helicopter R116 and Clogherhead Lifeboat.

4.9 The search area was backtracked on the vessels course by F/V “Nausicaa”.

4.10 The Helicopter was released at 1616 hours and the Lifeboat at 1840 hours on
the 18th April 2005 with nothing to report.

4.11 The MFV “Nausicaa” continued to search till approx 1530hours Local Time and
then returned to Skerries at the request of the local Gardai.

4.12 Local vessels including SO503, DA41 and F/V “Martterdea” amongst others,
joined in the search.
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5. EVENTS AFTER THE INCIDENT

5.1 The PFD (Personal Floatation Device) issued to Mr. Juris Danilivs was still on
board the vessel. The Skipper stated that it is normal practice to wear PFD’s
whilst working on deck. 

5.2 The personal belongings of Mr. Juris Danilivs were intact and handed over to the
local Gardai.

5.3 The local Gardai boarded the F/V “Nausicaa” on her arrival back in Skerries at
approximately 1700 hours and interviewed the crew with the aid of a
translator. Statements were taken from all crew. 

5.4 Mr. Juris Danilivs had just joined the MFV “Nausicaa” the previous Friday the
14th April 2005 and this was his first voyage to sea.
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6. CONCLUSIONS

6.1 Mr. Juris Danilivs went missing aboard the Fishing Vessel “Nausicaa” whilst the
vessel was at sea between the hours of 0800 hours and 1100 hours Local Time
on the morning of the 18th April 2006.

6.2 Mr. Juris Danilivs is presumed lost at sea from the F/V “Nausicaa”. 

6.3 Up to the latest date of this report no trace has been seen of the body of 
Mr. Juris Danilivs.

6.4 A body was recovered from the sea by Fishing Vessel S0503 on the 18th
September 2006 in position 53 45 North and 005 56 West.

6.5 This position is close to the position in which Mr. Juris Danilivs was lost.

6.6 The Garda investigation continues and awaiting DNA results to positively
identify the body recovered on the 18th September as that of Mr. Juris Danilivs.
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7. RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1 All crewmembers aboard an Irish registered fishing vessel should be given basic
safety training as outlined in S.I. No. 587 of 2001.

7.2 As per above regulation basic safety training shall be undertaken by every
crewmember before going to sea.

7.3 A Marine Notice should be published reminding owners and skippers of fishing
vessels of these requirements.
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8. LIST OF APPENDICES

8.1 Sitrep MRCC Dublin dated 18/04 2004 19:20.

8.2 SI No 587 of 2001.

8.3 Photographs of F/V “Nausicaa”.
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Appendix 8.1 Sitrep MRCC Dublin dated 18/04 2004 19:20
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Appendix 8.2 SI No 587 of 2001.

Appendix 8.3 cont. Chartlets
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Appendix 8.2 (Cont) SI No 587 of 2001.
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APPENDIX 8.3

Appendix 8.3 Photographs of F/V “Nausicaa”.
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Appendix 8.3 (Cont) Photographs of F/V “Nausicaa”.

Appendix 8.6  Photograph of the stern section of the craft.
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Appendix 8.3 (Cont) Photographs of F/V “Nausicaa”.
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MCIB RESPONSE to letter from An Garda Siochana dated 22nd March 2007.

The MCIB notes the contents of this letter.



24

9.1 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

CORRESPONDENCE

MCIB RESPONSE to letter from An Garda Siochana dated 22nd February 2008 

The MCIB notes the contents of this letter.


