
1

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

INTO FATAL INCIDENT

AT MULRANNY, CO. MAYO

ON 

22nd MAY 2010

The Marine Casualty Investigation
Board was established on the 
25th March, 2003 under the
Merchant Shipping (Investigation
of Marine Casualties) Act, 2000.

The copyright in the enclosed
report remains with the Marine
Casualty Investigation Board by
virtue of section 35(5) of the
Merchant Shipping (Investigation
of Marine Casualties) Act, 2000. No
person may produce, reproduce or
transmit in any form or by any
means this report or any part
thereof without the express
permission of the Marine Casualty
Investigation Board. This report
may be freely used for educational
purposes.

Leeson Lane, Dublin 2. 

Telephone: 01-678 3485/86. 

Fax: 01-678 3493. 

email: info@mcib.ie

www.mcib.ie

REPORT No. MCIB/185
(No. 13 of 2010)



2

Report MCIB/185 published by The Marine Casualty Investigation Board
12th November 2010.



PAGE

1. SYNOPSIS 4

2. FACTUAL INFORMATION 5

3. EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT 7

4. EVENTS FOLLOWING THE INCIDENT 8

5. CONCLUSIONS 10

6. RECOMMENDATIONS 11

7. APPENDICES 12

8. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 22

3

CONTENTS



1. SYNOPSIS

1.1 Mr. Martin Mulloy went fishing in his Arvor 18 sport fishing boat on the morning
of the 22nd May 2010. It is known that he had returned from the fishing trip
and was securing the boat on its mooring in Mulranny Harbour, Co. Mayo at
12.11 hrs. 

1.2 At approximately 13.00 hrs. Mr. Mulloy was found dangling over the bow of his
boat with his head and upper body in the water. Local persons went to the
assistance of Mr. Mulloy and brought him ashore where CPR was carried out.
The CPR was unsuccessful and Mr. Mulloy was pronounced dead at the scene.
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2. FACTUAL INFORMATION

2.1 Vessel Particulars 

Type of Vessel: AVOR 18 Sport Fishing Vessel
Serial No: BV0062 /173
Approval No: No. 47
Year of Build: 1998
EU Category: ‘C’
Length: 5.6 m 
Beam: 2.48 m 
Draft: 0.65 m 

Main Engine: Nanni Diesel 4 cylinder naturally aspirated diesel engine,
driving a fixed pitch propeller through a reverse reduction
gearbox.

2.2 Mooring

Mode of mooring the vessel was to secure the vessel to the eye on a single point
mooring buoy, a rope passing from the boat through the eye on the buoy back to
the boat. An arrangement somewhat similar to that used by Mr. Mulloy is shown
in Photo 2. 
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Photo 1 - General View of Boat
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Mr. Mulloy used a small inflatable dingy to go from the shore to his boat, the
boat would be released from the mooring and the dingy would be left secured to
the mooring buoy.

On arrival back at the mooring the boat would be secured to the buoy and the
dingy then used to come ashore.

After the incident the boat was found secured to the mooring buoy and the dingy
secured to the handrail on the starboard side of the boat.

2.3 Weather

Weather conditions were good at the time of the incident and are not considered
a factor in the casualty.

Photo 2 – Typical mooring arrangements of boats at Mulranny. 
(Further photos in Appendix 7.2)

FACTUAL INFORMATION Cont.
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3. EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT

3.1 Mr. Martin Mulloy was a well known musician in the area and on the evening of
21st May 2010 departed home to play music in a pub in Westport returning home
at approximately 01.30 hrs. on 22nd May 2010.

3.2 Mr. Mulloy’s wife Maureen spoke to her husband at approximately 07.40 hrs. prior
to leaving home, at which time he informed her that he would probably go to the
bog and then go out fishing.

3.3 Mrs. Mulloy phoned her husband on his mobile phone at 12.11 hrs., at which time
he informed her that he had been out fishing, had come into the mooring, was
now tying his boat and that he would see her at home shortly.



4. EVENTS FOLLOWING THE INCIDENT

4.1 Mrs. Mulloy then went visiting and returned home shortly before 13.00 hrs. On
arriving home she noticed her husband’s jeep was not outside the house, she
then continued down to Mulranny Pier arriving shortly after 13.00 hrs., parking
her car alongside her husband’s jeep.

4.2 When Mrs. Mulloy arrived at Mulranny Pier shortly after 13.00 hrs. on 22nd May
2010, her husband appeared to be bending over the bow of his boat as though
tying something. She called out ‘Martin’ a few times, when she received no
response, her instinct told her that there was something wrong. She then went to
her husband’s jeep to get his binoculars which were normally kept there.

4.3 While Mrs. Mulloy was looking for the binoculars in the jeep she noticed a Mr.
Hughie Cattigan & Mr. Michael Booth passing by. She asked them if they would
walk along the shoreline and see if her husband was O.K. (Walking the shoreline
would take them nearer to the boat). The above happened within moments of
Mrs. Mulloy parking her car.

4.4 Mrs. Mulloy then rang her husband’s mobile phone, which went straight into
message minder. At this stage Mr. Cattigan waved to her and shouted that she
better get a doctor.

4.5 Mr. Cattigan could see Mr. Mulloy slumped over the bow of the boat with his head
and chest in the water. He rang the emergency services at 13.12 hrs, informing
them of the emergency.

4.6 Mrs. Mulloy telephoned her sister-in-law, Mrs. Geraldine Mulloy, and Mr. Paul
Grealis requesting that they come down to the pier as she thought that there was
something wrong with her husband. Mrs. Geraldine Mulloy, Martin’s brother 
Mr. Thomas Mulloy and Mr. Paul Grealis arrived on the pier very quickly.

4.7 Mr. Thomas Mulloy and Mr. Paul Grealis swam out to the boat, which was
approximately 30 yards from the shore. Mr. Mulloy’s head and shoulders were
submerged in the water when they got to the boat which was lying in
approximately six feet of water. Mr. Grealis got onboard the boat and found 
Mr. Mulloy’s foot caught on the forward starboard stanchion of the boat. 
Mr. Mulloy’s foot was freed and an attempt made to bring him onboard the boat,
this was found not to be possible.
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4.8 Mr. Thomas Mulloy and Mr. Grealis decided to swim into the shore with 
Mr. Mulloy who was wearing a lifejacket (PFD).

4.9 On arrival at the shore CPR
was administered. Shortly
after, Mr. Mulloy was carried
up to the roadside and CPR
continued to no avail. 
Mr. Mulloy was subsequently
pronounced dead at the
scene.

4.10 Mr. Mulloy’s remains were
removed from the pier and
taken to Mayo General
Hospital, Castlebar.

4.11 A post mortem examination
was carried out on 23rd May
2010.

4.12 Mr. Mulloy’s mobile phone
was subsequently recovered
from water in the vicinity of 
boat’s mooring. 
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Stanchions around which 
Mr. Mulloy’s foot was caught.

Mr. Mulloy was found
slumped between

two stanchions with
head and shoulders

in water. 

21”

12”

Photo 3 - Bow section of vessel.

Cont.

Photo 4 - Personal Floatation Device worn
by Mr. Mulloy.



5. CONCLUSIONS

5.1 Mr. Martin Mulloy had been out fishing from Mulranny Pier. He had returned and
was mooring his boat when his foot got caught in the bow stanchion and his head
and upper body went in the water. He was unable to free himself and drowned.

5.2 Post Mortem concluded that the cause of death was drowning with a contributing
factor of high blood alcohol level. 

5.3 As there were no witnesses and no evidence to indicate what actually transpired
it is not possible to reach a definite conclusion as to the cause of this incident. 
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6. RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1 It is recommended that the department of Transport further highlight the
requirements of S.I. 921 of 2005, Pleasure Craft (Personal Flotation Devices and
Operation) Regulations 2005 prohibiting the operation of pleasure craft by a
person whilst under the influence of alcohol "to such and extent as to be
incapable of having proper control of the craft". 
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APPENDIX 7.1

Appendix 7.1 Mulranny Chartlet.
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Approximate position of
the craft’s mooring



Appendix 7.2 Photographs of Mulranny Harbour.
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Boat mooring area and pier in Mulranny

Foreshore area where the casualty was first brought ashore.
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Appendix 7.3 Met Éireann Weather Report.



Appendix 7.3 Met Éireann Weather Report.
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Appendix 7.3 Met Éireann Weather Report.
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Appendix 7.3 Met Éireann Weather Report.
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Appendix 7.3 Met Éireann Weather Report.
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Appendix 7.3 Met Éireann Weather Report.
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Appendix 7.3 Met Éireann Weather Report.
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MCIB RESPONSE 
The MCIB notes the contents of this correspondence.



24

NOTES


