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1.  SYNOPSIS 
 

 

On the morning of the 9th November 1997 at approximately 4.50am the steel hulled 

fishing vessel “Aine” ran aground at Inishnanooan, Co. Donegal. 

 

The eleven crewmembers safely abandoned the vessel by liferaft and were taken on 

board the fishing vessel “Western Viking”. 

 

No fatalities or injuries were sustained in this incident and no pollution was observed. 
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2. FACTUAL INFORMATION 
 

 

2.1 Description of the vessel 

 

 

Type of Vessel:                        Steel Hulled Fishing Vessel 

Port of Registry:                        Sligo 

Owner: 

Mr. Joseph Doherty 

Co. Donegal 

Registered Length:              44.25M 

Length overall:   48.55M 

Breadth Moulded:   44.00M 

Moulded Depth:     6.95M 

Official Number:   403242 

Fishing Number:         734 

Gross tonnage:   714 

Main Engine:               MAK 6 cylinder 

Horse Power:              1103 kW 

Keel Laid:    October 1996, The Netherlands 

 

 

2.2 Lifesaving appliances on board 

 

 

2.2.1 Liferafts: 

2 x 12 person RFD SURVIVA 12 stowed on the wheelhouse deck 

starboard. 

2 x 12 person RFD SURVIVA 12 stowed on the wheelhouse deck port. 

All four liferafts were fitted with an Mk 9 Berwyn Hydrostatic Release 

Unit. 

 

 

2.2.2 Inflatable Boat  

1 x 6 person Duarry SR5 BR stowed on the Wheelhouse Deck port 

side. 

 

2.2.3 Immersion suits:  12 Bayley  

 

2.2.4 Lifebuoys:   6 (including two with smoke and light) 

 

2.2.5 Pyrotechnics:   12 parachute rockets 

 

2.2.6 Line throwing apparatus: 1 Set 

 

 

2.3 Navigational and Radio Equipment 
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Make  Model 

  
2.3.1    Sonars:    Furuno   CSH 71 

JRC   JFS 3380 

2.3.2 Sounders:    JRC   JRC 250 

JRC   JFV 131 

JRC   JRC 250 

2.3.3 Plotters:    2 x Sodena  Turbo 2000  

2.3.4 GPS:    2 x Furuno  GP80 

1 x Sercel  NR51 Diff 

2.3.5 Auto Pilot:   Robertson  AP9 MK11 

2.3.6 Gyro Compass:   Robertson  RGC 11 

2.3.7 Magnetic Compass:  Kelvin Hughes 

2.3.8 Radars:    Furuno   1831 MK11 

Furuno   FR 2130 S Band                         

ARPA 

Furuno   FR 1510. X Band 

2.3.9 Radio Equipment:  Furuno   FM 8500 R/T, CH   

70 W/K/R. 

Sailor   RT 144 VHF 

Sailor   RT 2048 VHF 

Furuno   FS 1562 SSB R/T 

Scanti   WR 6000 2182                              

W/K/R 

Trimble  Inmarsat Standard                                        

Satellite 

Communication   

System. 

Icom 3 Hand Held VHF 

IC-M15E 

Kannad  406 W H  EPIRB. 

Kannad  Sarts X 2 
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2.4 Crewmembers of MFV “Aine” at the time of the casualty 

 

Joseph Doherty  (Skipper/Owner) Age 46 

Holder of a Second Hand Special Certificate of Competency endorsed for  

Second Hand Limited issued in June 1980. Mr. Joseph Doherty has  

approximately thirty-two years experience on fishing vessels. 

 

 

Kieran Doherty (A son of the owner) Age 23 

Holder of a Second Hand Full Certificate of Competency issued in May 1996.  

Mr. Kieran Doherty has approximately six years seagoing experience. 

 

Joseph Doherty  (A nephew of the owner) 

Did not hold any formal qualifications at the time of this incident. 

 

Philip Greene   

Holder of a Fishing Class 2 Engineering Certificate of Service and  

approximately fourteen year’s seagoing experience. 

 

Paul Carbery   

Holder of a Fishing Class 2 Engineering Certificate of Competency.  

 

Michael Doherty – Deck Hand 

Jim Doogan  – Deck Hand 

John Boyle  – Radio Officer - Seagoing experience of  

approximately twenty-six years. 

 

Michael Doherty – Deck Hand   

John Gallagher – Deck Hand 

Noel McNelis  – Chef 

 

 

2.5 Manning of the vessel 
 

2.5.1 In the Limited area the ‘Aine’ being between 24 to 50 metres 

registered  

length is required to carry a minimum of two qualified deck officers.  

The minimum qualifications required for such a fishing vessel is one  

Skipper Limited and one Second Hand Limited or one Second Hand  

Special. 

 

2.5.2 Mr. Kieran Doherty at the time of the incident held a Second Hand Full  

Certificate of Competency issued in May 1996. After a period of one  

years’ sea service Mr. Kieran Doherty would have been entitled to  

apply to have his Second Hand Full Certificate of Competency  

endorsed to enable him to serve as Skipper Limited. This however had  

not been done. 
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2.5.3 Mr. Joseph Doherty holds a Second Hand Special Certificate of  

Competency with an endorsement to enable him to serve as Second  

Hand in the ‘Limited’ area. 

 

2.5.4 The registered power of the ‘Aine’ is 1103 kW. The vessel is required  

to carry a minimum of one Class 2 Engineer and one Class 3 Engineer.  

At the time of the incident Mr. Philip Greene held a Class 2 Engineer  

Certificate of Service and Mr. Paul Carbery held a Class 2 Engineer  

Certificate of Competency. 

 

  

  

3. EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT 
 

 

3.1 The MFV ‘Aine’ sailed from Killybegs at approximately *2000 hours  

on the night of Saturday 8th November 1997. Weather conditions were  

good with light winds, low swell and good visibility. 

 

3.2 A rendezvous had been arranged with the vessel ‘Western Viking’ and  

the intention was to engage in pair trawling off the coast of Donegal.   

The ‘Aine’ and the ‘Western Viking’ operate almost exclusively  

together in pair trawling and the ‘Aine’ is rigged to this effect. 

 

3.3 According to the Skipper the ‘Aine’ had experienced steering  

difficulties when pair trawling about a week previously with the 

fishing  

vessel ‘Atlantean’. 

 

3.4 The ‘Western Viking’ had been delayed at Rathmullan due to engine  

problems. The Skipper/owner of the ‘Aine’ decided to wait in  

Dunfanaghy Bay until the ‘Western Viking’ was ready to proceed. 

 

3.5 On sailing from Dunfanaghy Bay the ‘Aine’ decided to proceed off  

‘Horn Head’ to rendezvous with the ‘Western Viking’.  

 

3.6 The Skipper claims that he took over the watch from the mate at  

sometime just after 0430 hours on the 9th November 1997.  

 

*All times are GMT 
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4.  THE INCIDENT 
 

 

4.1 When the Skipper took over the watch there were two other people  

present on the bridge. Mr. Michael Doherty & Mr. John Boyle. 

 

4.2 The vessel was on autopilot and proceeding at a speed of  

approximately seven knots.  

 

4.3 According to the Skipper the vessel experienced steering difficulties  

and “must have veered off course”. At the time of experiencing  

difficulties the ‘Aine’ was about a half-mile off Horn Head.  

 

4.4 According to the Skipper he tried to alter course using the autopilot but  

it was not functioning. When the vessel was about a quarter of a mile  

offshore he then switched over to hand steering. 

 

4.5 The Skipper maintains that as the vessel was swinging to port he  

applied starboard helm when the vessel struck bottom at 0450 hours on  

the morning of Sunday the 9th  November 2000. 

 

4.6 The vessel was found to be hard aground on a small headland called  

Inishnanooan Close east of Templebreaga Head. (See appendix 8.1) 

 

4.7 Mr. Kieran Doherty had just left the wheelhouse when the incident  

occurred. 
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5.  EVENTS FOLLOWING THE INCIDENT  
 

 

5.1 Damage assessment was carried out quickly.  

 

5.2 The alarm was sounded and all crewmembers awoken.  

 

5.3 The Chief Engineer checked the engine room for leaks. None were  

found.  

 

5.4 The hatch cover on the port forward tank, which was full of seawater,  

had been lifted off with the force of the impact. 

 

5.5 The Skipper put the engines astern but the vessel was hard aground at  

this time.  

 

5.6 The vessel developed about a twenty-degree starboard list and the  

Skipper gave the order to abandon ship.  

 

5.7 Prior to abandoning the vessel a mayday message was broadcast and a  

rocket line was passed to the ‘Western Viking’. 

 

5.8 The crew abandoned the vessel to a liferaft at approximately 0505  

hours.  The liferaft was pulled to the ‘Western Viking’ and the crew of  

the ‘Aine’ were picked up.  

 

5.9 Marine Rescue Co- ordination Centre (MRCC) Dublin tasked  

Helicopter R110 and Aranmore Lifeboat at 0507 hours. 

 

5.10 At approximately 0630 hours an inflatable boat from the ‘Western  

Viking’ was deployed and some of the crew from the ‘Aine’ assisted  

by a crewmember from the ‘Western Viking’ re-boarded the ‘Aine’.  

The ‘Aine’ was re-floated using a combination of engines and thruster.   

The ‘Aine’ accompanied by the ‘Western Viking’ proceeded to  

Portsalon and anchored at approximately 1100 hours. 

 

5.11 Search and rescue operations concluded when the ‘Aine’ berthed at        

Rathmullen at 1853 hours on 9th November 1997. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6.  CONCLUSIONS AND FINDINGS  
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A:  FINDINGS 

 

Divers at Portsalon carried out a preliminary inspection of bottom damage. At  

1213 hours IMES Mulroy was on the scene and reported no oil pollution  

evident. 

 

The vessel was later towed to Falmouth where significant bottom damage was  

repaired.  

 

Approximately 40% of the bottom plating had to be renewed.  

 

There was significant damage to the Steering Gear and Rudder Stock. 

 

The Fore Peak Tank, No.1 Fuel Tanks port and starboard, No.2 Ballast Tank  

Port, No.1 and 2 Fish Holds Port all sustained significant damage. 

 

During the grounding there was some minor diesel oil leaks but no significant  

pollution occurred. 

 
B:   CONCLUSIONS 

 

(I)  The ‘Aine’ was being navigated too close to the coast. 

 

The Skipper stated that the vessel had been experiencing problems  

with the steering gear previously. Any vessel experiencing problems  

with such vital equipment such as steering gear should have exercised  

due prudence and navigated with caution.  

 

According to the Skipper the vessel was about a half mile off the coast  

when steering difficulties were experienced. There was no particular  

reason why the vessel was so close to the shore. 

 

(II) The casualty occurred at or soon after a hand-over of  

watchkeeping duties.  

 

In addition to the Skipper there were two crewmembers in the  

wheelhouse at the time of the grounding.  The Chief Mate was just  

leaving or had just left when the problems started to arise. The Chief  

Mate who handed over watchkeeping duties should have ensured that  

conditions were such that the vessel was not in any danger prior to  

handover. The Skipper who was taking over the watch should have  

ensured that all was in order prior to taking over watchkeeping duties.  

 

 

 

 

(III)  There were no fatalities, injuries or serious pollution. 

 

Despite the vessel sustaining significant damage the vessel was saved  
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without injury or serious pollution. The weather conditions were  

favourable in this respect (see appendix 8.2). 

 

After the grounding the eleven crewmembers disembarked into a  

liferaft and by using a rocket line to the ‘Western Viking’ the liferaft  

was towed clear and alongside the ‘Western Viking’. In this respect the  

crew displayed good seamanship and made good use of the Life 

Saving  

Appliances. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.  RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 

7.1 Marine Notice No. 39 of 1999 brought to the attention of owners and  
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operators of fishing vessels the International Maritime Organisation  

Resolution A.484 (XII) “Recommended basic principles to be 

observed  

in keeping a safe navigational watch on board fishing vessels”.  A  

proposed new marine notice draws the attention of owners and  

operators of fishing vessels to the dangers of navigating too close to 

the  

shore or hazards (See appendix 8.4).    

 

7.2 Before operating astern propulsion the Skipper or person in command  

of any vessel that is aground should carefully consider if the vessel has  

sufficient reserve buoyancy. This is especially important if tanks which  

were previously empty have been breached. The ‘knee jerk’ reaction to  

try and quickly refloat a vessel may have disastrous consequences. 
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8.1 Chart showing where the vessel went aground. 

 

8.2 Weather Report from Met Eireann. 

 

8.3 Commissioners of Irish Lights, Status Aids to Navigation. 

 

8.4  Draft Marine Notice. 

 

8.5 Photograph of  F.V. “Aine”.  
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Appendix 8.5 
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The MCIB has amended the Report accordingly. 


