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1. SYNOPSIS.

1.1 On Saturday May 3rd 2003 at approximately 12.45 hours two adults set out in a
19’ 06" open fibreglass boat to go fishing in the vicinity of the Gortmore –
Churchfield area on Lough Mask. During the course of the afternoon the
weather deteriorated. The vessel struck rocks and grounded. 
In their attempt to re-float the boat, it became swamped by waves. Subsequent
waves overturned the boat. At this point it drifted clear with both men clinging
to it. Some time later Mr. O’Hora lost his grip and drowned.
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2. FACTUAL INFORMATION 

2.1 Description of craft:

19’ 06" GRP open fibreglass boat with four wooden thwarts and one after
buoyancy tank with seat atop. The boat was equipped with an outboard engine
and one bank of oars.

2.2 Name & Address of deceased:

Mr. John O’Hora.
Cloonaughill,
Charlestown, 
Co. Mayo.

2.3 Name & Address of boat owners and Survivor:

Mr. John O’Hora
Cloonaughill
Charlestown
Co. Mayo

Mr. Joe Walsh,
Cruckawn House,
Ballymoat Road,
Tubbercurry,
Co. Sligo.

2.4 Equipment in the boat on departure:

1x Landing net
2x Life jackets
2x Fishing Rods
Ix Plastic container
Ix Bank of oars + steel row pins
2x Fishing bags
1x Secondary loose seat.

2.5 Mr. Joe Walsh was in possession of a life jacket but was not  wearing it.   

2.6 Mr. Walsh was wearing a dark green quilted waterproof trouser and jacket
combination.

2.7 Mr. Walsh is a diabetic.
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2.8 Mr. O’Hora was also in possession of a life jacket but was not wearing it at the
time.

2.9 Mr. O’Hora was wearing a yellow oilskin trouser and jacket.

2.9.1 Neither man had any recognised certificates of competency or sea survival
training.

2.9.2 It appears that both anglers had extensive knowledge of the area and had been
fishing there for as many as thirty years. 
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3. EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT

3.1 On Saturday 3rd of May 2003 at approximately 10:30 hours both Mr. Joe Walsh and
Mr. John O’Hora set off from Charlestown, Tubbercurry for a days fishing on Lough
Mask and left the shore at Churchfield at 12.45pm.

3.2 Joe Walsh, co-owner of the boat, was in charge of the vessel operating the engine
from the stern.

3.3 After an uneventful mornings fishing in Gortmore Bay, they pulled ashore to an
Island to have lunch. It was at this point that Mr. O’Hora removed his lifejacket
complaining that it was uncomfortable.

3.4 They left the fisherman’s hut on ‘Luani’ Island after our lunch at 2.45pm. When
they resumed fishing neither man wore his life jacket.      
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4. THE INCIDENT

4.1 Later during the course of the day the weather deteriorated with a significant
increase in wind and wave height. (See Met Eireann weather report at Appendix
8.1)

4.2 They made their way from Gortmore Bay northwards round Annagh Point towards
Churchfield to an area known locally as Heenaghan’s bay.

4.3 On their approach to Heenaghan’s bay they decided to make it the last drift of
the day and return to shore.

4.4 At approximately 15:40 hours the boat was blown onto rocky shallow and was
grounded.

4.5  While attempting to re-float the boat it was swamped by a wave. Subsequent
wave action overturned the boat.

4.6 The craft (in the upturned position) free floated with both men clinging to it.

4.7 After approximately 1 hour with the boat still in the upturned position and being
pounded by wave and wind action, Mr. O’Hora lost his hold and drifted away.

4.8 Some time later Mr. Walsh clambered onto a rocky outcrop and gained firm
footing. Mr Walsh claims that at this stage he was feeling very weak but began
waving his arms in the hope of attracting attention. Mr. Walsh claims that he
could see people ashore and boats operating. Due to his weak state, his
comprehension of time was vague.

4.9 The scene of this incident is set out in Appendix 8.2. Photographs of the scene,
the boat and lifejackets and clothing worn are contained in Appendix 8.3.
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EVENTS FOLLOWING

5. EVENTS FOLLOWING INCIDENT

5.1 At approximately 17:30 hours two anglers Mr. Noel McCaffery and his brother Mr.
Maurice McCaffery who were fishing in the vicinity noticed flashing car headlights
on shore and Mr. Walsh waving on the rocky outcrop.

5.2 At 17:45 hours the Gardai in Castlebar were notified as were the Marine Rescue
Coordination Centre who had earlier tasked the Irish Coast Guard Search and
Rescue Helicopter 116’ to respond to an emergency on the east side of the lough.

5.3 A short time after locating Mr. Walsh on the outcrop the McCaffery brothers were
able to effect a rescue. They then learned that Mr. O’Hora was missing and while
Mr. Walsh was transferred to Castlebar Hospital the search continued for Mr.
O’Hora (See Garda Report in appendix 8.4).

5.4 The body of Mr. O’Hora was recovered at approximately 18:30-hours     Cause of
death –Drowning (see Coroner’s Report in appendix 8.4)
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6. CONCLUSIONS AND FINDINGS

6.1 The weather deteriorated to such an extent as to cause concern to both men. The
decision was made to conclude the day’s fishing with one final drift. During this
drift the vessel was blown onto rocks and was grounded.

6.2 In their efforts to re-float the vessel she capsized.

6.3 Neither man was wearing a life jacket.

6.4 Pyrotechnics were not carried.

6.5 Mobile phones, though carried were inaccessible.

6.6 There were no other means of attracting attention onboard.

6.7 Mr. O’Hora was not wearing adequate warm clothing.

6.8 The vessel had only one buoyancy tank.
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7. RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1 Proper planning should be made prior to any boating trip and should include the
following:

(A) Obtaining a full and detailed weather forecast for the intended area prior
to departure.

(B) Notifying some person ashore of estimated departure and return times
and information on chosen route.

(C) Wearing life jackets or approved personal flotation devices at all times.

(D) The Provision of containers onboard, which may be used as floatation
devices.

(E) Wearing adequate warm clothing.

7.2 Should a vessel ground on rocks it is often better to remain with the boat and
summon help rather than attempt to re-float it.

7.3 Preset emergency mobile phone numbers should be considered.

7.4 The safety equipment as described in S.I. 274 of 2002 should be carried as a
minimum for all recreational craft. (See S.I. 274 of 2002 at Appendix 8.6)
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8. APPENDICES

8.1 Met Eireann Weather Report

8.2 Scene of Casualty

8.3 Photographs

8.4 Garda Report

8.5 Coroners Report

8.6 Statutory Instrument No. 274 of 2002

.
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8.1 Met Eireann Weather Report
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8.2 Scene of Casualty

APPENDIX 8.2

NOT TO USE FOR NAVIGATION



8.3 Photographs
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8.4 Garda Report
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8.5 Coroners Report
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8.6 Statutory Instrument No. 274 of 2002
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MCIB RESPONSE TO MR. JOE WALSH’S LETTER OF 18th NOVEMBER,
2003

The MCIB notes that with regret both occupants did not wear
lifejackets, which were in their possession.

The other points raised in this letter are noted and a copy of the
report will be sent to the Maritime Safety Directorate (within the
Department of Communications, Marine and Natural Resources) for
its consideration.
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MCIB RESPONSE TO THE LETTER FROM THE IRISH COAST GUARD OF
28th NOVEMBER, 2003.

The MCIB notes the comments received and has amended the report
accordingly.
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