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1. SYNOPSIS

1.1 The MFV ‘Janireh’ departed Union Hall, Co. Cork, Ireland at about 18:00 hrs. on
Wednesday 10th February 2010.

1.2 At about 01:30 hrs. on Saturday 13th February 2010 while at position 051º
13.9’N, 009º 43.1’W (some 20 nautical miles (nm) south west of Mizen Head,
Co. Cork) a difficulty arose with the trawl gear. In the course of attempting to
rectify this difficulty a crewmember fell overboard from a height of 1.80 m 
(5.9 ft).

1.3 Subsequent rescue efforts were unsuccessful. Despite an exhaustive search the
crewmember’s body was not recovered.

1.4 All times are given in UTC/GMT.
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2. FACTUAL INFORMATION

2.1 Vessel Particulars

Name of Vessel: MFV ‘Janireh’

Construction: Wood, carvel, cruiser/counter stern, raised f’cstle     

Type: Twin Rig Trawler

Fishing No. SO 273

Call Sign: E I5134

Length Overall: 22.96 m

Registered Length: 21.92 m

Breadth Moulded: 6.46 m

Depth Moulded: 2.96 m

Gross Tonnage: 88 tons

Engine: Caterpillar Diesel - 425 BHP/317 kW

Builder: BIM Boatyard, Killybegs, Co. Donegal

Year of Build: 1970

Fishing Gear: Net Drum (2), Puretic Power Block, Triple Drum Winch

Registered Owner: Mrs. Shiela Deasy, Union Hall, Co. Cork

Crew: Mr. Christopher Deasy - Skipper
Mr. Denis Deasy
Mr. Nadi Sehsaah (dec’d)
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2.2 Mr. Nadi Sehsaah, aged 33, was an Egyptian national who had worked as a
fisherman in various countries prior to coming to Ireland in 2007. He initially
worked on vessels out of Irish east coast ports before coming to Skibbereen, 
Co. Cork.

There, he had been employed on various fishing vessels on a casual basis and
came to Union Hall, Co. Cork, in September 2009. Mr. Sehsaah was said to have
been fit, a good swimmer, a light smoker and not on any medication. His spoken
English was described as adequate and improving.

At the time of the incident, Mr. Sehsaah was wearing a two-piece bib & brace
type yellow fisherman’s oilskins and hood, fitted with fluorescent strips. He was
bare headed, and wearing white wellington-type rubber boots. He was not
wearing a personal flotation device (PFD) or any other form of buoyancy aid.

FACTUAL INFORMATION Cont.
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3. EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT

3.1 The vessel was twin rigged1 and operating on a continuous fishing cycle, which
consisted of shooting the gear, hauling, releasing the catch and reshooting. This
cycle would have taken approximately 7 to 8 hrs to complete.

3.2 The vessel prepared to haul at about 01.20 hrs on Saturday 13 February 2010.
Weather and sea conditions were described as good; dry, partly cloudy, no moon
but with visibility 1 - 4 nm in a light north easterly 1 - 3 knot breeze with swell of
0.1 m.

Details of the prevailing meteorological situation as detailed by Met Éireann are
at Appendix 9.1.

3.3 All deck lights were in operation and the stern area of the vessel was well
illuminated by a pair of fluorescent lights positioned on the underside of the net
drum pedestal.

3.4 Mr. Sehsaah was turned out by Mr. Denis Deasy prior to commencement of the
hauling operation. 

3.5 The Skipper, having put the helm amidships on a straight course and at a speed of
some 2 knots, left the wheelhouse and joined Mr. Sehsaah at the stern assisting
him in hanging off the trawl doors.

1The forward end of each inboard wing net bridle is connected to a common flat link to which the
9 m long approx. chain backstrap is also connected along with the after end of the ‘lazy chain’
(independent line). 

The forward end of this strap is clipped into the clump - in this instance a deadweight made up
into a bundle of steel stud link chain cable lashed together and secured by chain cable strops.
The clump weight was estimated as some 500 kg.

The centre warp is connected to the forward side of the clump and led via an overhead centrally
slung block and thence via deck sheaves forward to the triple drum winch.

The ‘lazy chain’ (independent line) is clipped into the system between the flat links of the centre
warp and the common flat link of the wing bridles and backstrap.



3.6 With the gear ready to heave forward the clump backstrap became fouled in the
centre warp preventing its forward movement. The Skipper climbed up on to the
starboard side of the net bin and stood on the stowed spare nets while he
attempted to release the fouled elements (see photos 1 and 2).
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Photo 1 - Net bin arrangements viewed to port with position of clump visible aft. 

Photo 2 - View to starboard over net bin with clump secured in its cage on 
bulwark rail and securing senhouse slip in place. 

EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT Cont.



3.7 Mr. Sehsaah climbed up onto the portside to assist the Skipper, standing with
one foot on the stowed spare nets in the net bin and the other on the bulwark
rail with his back to the rail (see photo 3). 
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Photo 3 - View of the portside aft area of bulwark rail capping arrangements. 
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4. THE INCIDENT

4.1 At 01:45 hrs., Mr. Sehsaah appeared to lose his balance and fell backwards off
the bulwark rail into the water.
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5. EVENTS FOLLOWING THE INCIDENT

5.1 The Skipper alerted his brother, Mr. Denis Deasy, who was operating the deck
winch and ran to the wheelhouse to power up the vessel. Mr. Denis Deasy came
to midships starboard in an attempt to locate Mr. Sehsaah.

5.2 Still towing the gear, the vessel swung hard-a-starboard and Mr. Denis Deasy
sighted Mr. Sehsaah some 4 - 5 boat lengths off, slightly aft of midships
starboard, with the deck lights picking up the reflective strips on his oil skin
hood. 

5.3 Mr. Sehsaah’s only reaction was to raise his hand.

5.4 Mr. Denis Deasy then lost sight of him momentarily as the bow came across but
sighted him again having taken up position portside midships as the vessel came
slowly down portside on to the man in the water. 

5.5 The Skipper manoeuvred the vessel to within some 4.57 m (15 ft) of Mr. Sehsaah,
who was observed to be face down in the water with his hands outstretched.

5.6 Mr. Denis Deasy threw a lifebuoy which landed beside Mr. Sehsaah, then a line
which landed on top of him while also shouting at him. There was no reaction
from Mr. Sehsaah. 

5.7 Way having come off the vessel, the Skipper joined Mr. Denis Deasy on deck and
both continued shouting at Mr. Sehsaah but elicited no response. With Mr.
Sehsaah drifting aft the Skipper returned to the wheelhouse to bring the vessel
about and get nearer to the casualty. In the course of this manoeuvre and with
the gear still in the water, the vessel picked up one of the bridles which fouled
the propeller, thus immobilising the vessel.

5.8 The Skipper put out a MAYDAY call on Channel 16 giving his position. Marine
Rescue Sub Centre Valentia responded immediately by sending out a message to
all boats to come to his assistance. The Baltimore All Weather Lifeboat (AWLB)
and Inshore Lifeboat (ILB) were also requested to respond.

5.9 The Skipper attempted to clear his propeller by cutting the starboard bridle and
manoeuvring ahead but this was unsuccessful.

5.10 A Dutch flagged fishing vessel, the ‘Helen Mary’, was first on scene about half an
hour later and conducted a preliminary search in the general vicinity. The
lifebuoy was sighted but there was no sign of Mr. Sehsaah.

5.11 The Baltimore ILB arrived at scene at 02:50 hrs. and was joined by the Baltimore
AWLB at 03:16 hrs. 
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5.12 These vessels were joined subsequently by the Waterford based Coast Guard
helicopter R117, which allowed an expanded square search of the area.

5.13 With her fishing gear hanging on the port bridles only ‘Janireh’ had difficulty in
recovering her fishing gear and a crew member from the Baltimore AWLB was put
aboard at 08:20 hrs. to assist. 

5.14 The gear was eventually recovered and the vessel was taken under tow at 09:00
hrs., arriving in Baltimore at 12:47 hrs. and was all berthed up for 13:18 hrs. 

5.15 An extensive air and sea search was carried out by local vessels, Naval Service
(L.E. Emer), Air Corps (CASA), IRCG (R115/R117) and RNLI (Baltimore AWLB and
ILB) over the following 48 hours, but to no avail. 

12

EVENTS FOLLOWING THE INCIDENT Cont.



6. FINDINGS/CONCLUSIONS

6.1 Mr. Sehsaah is most likely to have overbalanced while standing on nets stowed
in the port net bin with his foot supported by the rail while attempting to
release fouled elements of the trawl gear. His body was not recovered.

6.2 Mr. Sehsaah was not wearing a PFD. 

6.3 Weather was not a factor. 

6.4 The Board notes that this vessel comes within the scope of S.I. No. 640 of 2007
and is within the last tranche of vessels to comply with these new rules.  

Marine Notice No. 32 of 2007 introduced new safety regulations for fishing
vessels of 15 - 24 metres  

6.5 The vessel was not manned in compliance with the Fishing Vessels (Certification
of Deck Officers and Engineer Officers) Regulations, 1988 (S.I. No. 289 of 1988) as
amended. With a Registered length of 21.92 m, compliance with the Regulations
required the vessel to be manned by a Deck Officer holding a Second Hand
Special Certificate of Competency. The Skipper did not hold the requisite
Certificate.

6.6 There are no records to show that Messrs. Christopher Deasy, Denis Deasy or
Nadi Sehsaah had carried out Basic Safety Training in compliance with Fishing
Vessel (Basic Safety Training) Regulations, 2001 (S.I. No. 587 of 2001).

6.7 The vessel rated as Class 11 under the Fishing Vessel (Radio Installations)
Regulations, 1998 (S.I. No. 544 of 1998) which requires the operator of a vessel
operating in the sea area A1 to hold at least a Radio Operator’s Short Range
Certificate granted by the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport. 
Mr Christopher Deasy held such a certificate.
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7. RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1 There is an onus on the fishing industry including the representative
organisations, vessel owners, skippers and crews amongst others to take
responsibility for the safety of the industry and they should work to improve the
safety culture within the fishing industry. For this reason the Board recommends
the implementation of an appropriate Safety Management System for such
vessels, in particular the wearing of lifejackets/PFDs by crew at all times.
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8. GLOSSARY OF TERMS

AWLB All Weather Lifeboat.

Bridles The system of wire ropes which connect the Trawl
Door/Otter board to the net.

Bulwark Raised wooden side planking running each side of the
vessel above the weather deck helping to keep the
deck dry and to prevent crew being washed
overboard. 

Bulwark Rail The wide capping on the top of the bulwark.

Cage Container fabricated in tubular section located at the
stern of the vessel and sufficiently dimensioned to
accommodate the "Clump".

Carvel The arrangement of the vessel’s hull planking where
the planks are laid flush, the edges meeting giving a
smooth surface.

Centre warp The single wire connecting the two inner bridles of
the net to the vessel.

Chain strop Short length of chain used as a connecting piece
between elements of gear.

Clump or Centre weight A deadweight used in twin-rigging and positioned
/attached at the junction of the two inner bridles
with the centre warp - its purpose being to ballast
down the gear. It is usually made up of bundles of old
stud link cable to give the desired weight.

Clump backstrap The chain strop between the clump and the common
recessed flat link of the wing bridles.

Cruiser/counter stern A form of stern construction where the underwater
surface is broad and nearly flat.

F’cstle Forecastle - the short superstructure erected over
the bow.

"G" clip/hook/link A forged steel G-shaped clip/hook/link designed to
connect to a recessed flat link.

GMT Greenwich Mean Time.
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ILB Inshore Lifeboat.

IRCG Irish Coast Guard.

‘lazy chain’ In this instance it is the independent line connecting
the recessed flat link end of the centre warp and the
common recessed flat link of the wing bridles and
backstrap.

MAYDAY International distress radio signal.

Midships A position midway between the bow and stern of a
vessel.

Net bin/drum An open-topped enclosure usually positioned at the
after end of the main deck and used to house spare
nets. It is generally subdivided.

Puretic Power Block A puretic power block is a special kind of mechanised
winch used to haul nets on a fishing vessel. The
power block is a large hydraulically powered
aluminium pulley with a hard rubber-coated sheave
and is usually mounted on the telescopic jib of a
crane.

RNLI Royal National Lifeboat Institution.

Senhouse slip A short length of chain strop fitted with a quick
release hook on one end and a shackle on the other.

Shooting the gear Deploying the vessel’s fishing gear in the water in
readiness for the commencement of fishing
operations.

Twin Rig Trawler A fishing vessel which tows two nets simultaneously
instead of a single net.

UTC Universal Time Coordinated
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MCIB RESPONSE TO LETTERS RECEIVED FROM 
FRANK BUTTIMER & CO:

The Board notes the contents of the letters of the 7th December 2010 and 8th
March 2011 on behalf of Mrs. Shelia Deasy and Mr. Christopher Deasy.

The Board does not accept that sufficient grounds have been advanced to vary
its conclusion that the deceased was not wearing a life jacket, PFD or other
form of buoyancy aid at the time of the incident. 

The Board notes that Mr Christopher Deasy does hold a Long Range Radio
Certificate and the report has been amended accordingly.

As an element of responses to the draft report, the Board was provided with a
copy of a related statement given to the Health and Safety Authority. The Board
has decided not to exhibit this statement in this Report on the grounds of
confidentiality. 

Having carefully examined that statement, the Board has concluded that it does
not reveal any additional information which would lead it to vary the
conclusions reached in this report. 
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MCIB RESPONSE 
The Board notes the contents of this correspondence. 
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MCIB RESPONSE 
The Board notes the contents of this correspondence. 


