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SYNOPSIS

1. SYNOPSIS.

On February 29th 2000, the Irish registered fishing vessel MFV “Dun Eochalla”
sailed from Waterford. The vessel proceeded to beam trawl for monk and megrim
around position 51 20 North, 00700 West in the Celtic Sea. There was a crew of
four on board.

On 3rd March 2000, while hauling nets in position 50 50 North, 006 45 West, one

of the crew, Mr. Maurice Swaine, was pulled overboard when he became entangled
in the bag rope. It would appear that the weight suddenly came onto the rope and
unfortunately he was standing in the bight of the rope which tightened around his
left ankle and pulled him overboard. Weather conditions were moderate to rough.

In an attempt to rescue Mr. Swaine, the skipper entered the water attached to a
line and made a brave attempt to get Mr. Swaine back on board. Unfortunately, he
was not able to hold onto Mr. Swaine in the conditions and he appeared to sink.

The rescue services were contacted and assisted in the search for Mr. Swaine,
with other vessels, throughout the day. To date, Mr. Swaine’s body has not been
recovered.
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FACTUAL

2.

FACTUAL INFORMATION

2.1

2.2

Particulars of the Vessel “Dun Eochalla”

Name:
Built:

Owner:

Purchased:

Registered Length:

Registered Breadth:

Registered Depth:
Gross Tonnage:
Register Tonnage
Port of Registry:
Official Number:

Machinery:

Description of Vessel:

“Dun Eochalla”
1955 by N.V. Scheepsbouwwerft,
Woubrugge, Holland.

Brendan McGrath,
Duncannon, New Ross, Co. Wexford.

June 1989.

103.30 feet.
23.10 feet.
11.65 feet.
197.94 tons.
89.19 tons
Sligo.
401918.

One Mirrlees Blackstone 8 Cylinder Main Engine.
B.H.P. 1000. Engine made in 1973.
The engine gives an estimated speed of 10 knts.

Clencher built, steel fishing vessel with a
cruiser stern. The vessel has six watertight
bulkheads fitted. The vessel was being used
as a beam trawler fishing for monk and
megrim.

Lifesaving Appliances available on board.

Lifejackets:
Lifebuoys:
Pyrotechnics:

Line throwing apparatus:

Liferafts:

Nine.

Four.

Twelve parachute flares.

One.

Two, both fitted with hydrostatic release units.

»



FACTUAL

2.3

2.4

Navigational aids provided on board.

One Magnetic Compass.

One Furuno Radar.

One Koden Radar.

One Furuno Colour Video sounder.
One Racal Decca fish plotter.

One Shipmate RS 2500 fish plotter.
One Electronic compass sensor for Autopilot.
One DGPS Navigator MLR FX 412.
One GPS Navigator Koden KGP 98.
One ICOM VHF Installation.

One Sailor MF Installation.

One Sailor VHF Installation.

The crew of the “Dun Eochalla” on 3rd March 2000 consisted of the
following persons.

Mr. Philip James Mitchell aged 30 years of 14 Bridge Street, Waterford.
Mr. Mitchell is the holder of an U.K. Deck Officer Class 2 Fishing Vessel
Certificate of Competency No. 1252, which he obtained in 1998. He has
been fishing at sea for about 13 years and was the Skipper of the
vessel. He joined the vessel in October 1999.

Mr. Derek Cullen aged 24 years of Fethard on Sea, Co. Wexford. Mr.
Cullen has been fishing for 9 years but holds no formal sea going
qualifications.

Mr. Ken Pierce aged 30 years of Wexford, Co. Wexford. Mr. Pierce
has been fishing for many years and is an experienced fisherman but, as
far as is known, holds no formal sea going qualifications.

Mr. Maurice Swaine aged 24 years of Cahir, Borris-in-Ossory, Co. Laois.
He started fishing in about August 1998 and had been on board the
vessel for two weeks. He is not known to have had any formal sea going

qualifications.
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3 EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT

3.1 The vessel, manned and equipped as stated in section 1 of this report, sailed from
Waterford at 1700 hours on 29-02-2000. The vessel went fishing for monk and
megrim around position 51 20°N 007 00°W.

3.2 While towing there would be a 2 hour break for sleep. The skipper would do 2
watches and then the 3 others would do a watch each.

3.3 The skipper’s cabin is located just behind the wheelhouse and all crew are
instructed to call him if anything unusual happens.




THE INCIDENT

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

THE INCIDENT.

The crew commenced hauling the nets at about 0700 hours on 3rd
March 2000 when in position 50 50 North 006 45 West.
(See position in Appendix A).

The skipper was in the wheelhouse operating the engines and also observing the
starboard side of the foredeck.

Maurice Swaine was on the starboard side and the Skipper had a good view of him
as they commenced to haul the nets. The other two crewmembers were on the
port side.

The Met Eireann weather report states that from 0100 hours the wind was WSW to
West force 7 and that approximately between 0600 and 0700 hours it veered NW
and decreased to force 4 by 0900 hours. It also states that the sea state was
rough. (See Met Eireann report in Appendix B). The skipper estimates that at the
time of the incident the wind was NW force 5/6 with a moderate Westerly swell.

The derricks were adjusted to an angle of 45° and the gear was hauled to the
surface of the water. The engine was going very slow ahead.

Maurice Swaine was attempting to take in some slack on the bag rope so that this
rope could be put onto the drum end in order to haul in the cod end. The bag
rope is shown in the diagram in Appendix C. The drum end arrangement and the
bag rope are shown in the photographs in Appendix D.

After hauling in some slack on the bag rope and laying it on the deck, the weight
again came onto the bag rope.

This weight surging would be normal when hauling with a swell running. As the
weight came onto the bag rope it was pulled out and Maurice Swaine was standing
in the bight of the slack rope which tightened around his left ankle and pulled him
overboard.
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5 EVENTS FOLLOWING THE INCIDENT.

5.1 The Skipper immediately went full astern to take the way off the boat. He was
also very aware of the danger of the cod end fouling the propeller.

5.2 At the same time he saw Maurice Swaine in the water about 25 feet off on the
starboard side. One of his boots had come off and it was floating in the water.

5.3 The Skipper called the other two crewmembers and told them to secure the cod
end on the port side. The boat was now stopped in the water.

5.4 The Skipper threw a lifebuoy and smoke float from the starboard bridge wing,
which landed four feet away from Maurice Swaine. At this stage he was in total
panic and made no attempt to reach the lifebuoy.

5.5 By this time, the port cod end was secure and one of the lifebuoys forward had
also been thrown to Maurice Swaine. This landed some distance from him. The
vessel was starting to drift away from him.

5.6 The starboard side beam was lowered down to 10 fathoms and the Skipper
succeeded in manoeuvring the boat close to Maurice Swaine. He came to within
20 feet off the starboard bow. At this stage he was motionless in the water and
appeared to be starting to sink.

5.7 The Skipper ran onto the deck, grabbed some rope and jumped in after him. He
managed to get a hold of him by the clothing around his neck and tried to hold his
head above the water. The other two crewmembers pulled them back alongside
the vessel using the rope.

5.8 The Skipper tried to secure the rope around him but he was not able to hold onto
Mr Swaine.

5.9

When the Skipper came back on board he put out a Mayday on 2182 and Falmouth
responded.

5.10 After about one hour, R193 arrived and shortly afterwards three merchant vessels

assisted in the search. At about 1100 hours the helicopter and two of the boats
departed. The other vessel remained until 1300 hours.

5.11 The Dun Eochalla searched until darkness assisted by two other fishing vessels that

arrived at 1500 hours. At about 1900 hours the Dun Eochalla stood down and
sailed back to Waterford and arrived early on 4th March 2000.




FACTS

6 OTHER FACTS TO BE CONSIDERED.

6.1 The hauling operation is carried out between 6 and 7 times each day when fishing.

6.2 Maurice Swaine was wearing a full set of oilskins, safety boots and gloves. He was
not wearing any personal flotation devices.
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7  FINDINGS / CONCLUSIONS.

7.1 The main reason why Mr Swaine was lost over board was that, as the weight came
onto the bag rope and it was being pulled out, he was standing in the bight of the
rope, which tightened around his left ankle and pulled him overboard.

7.2 The weather conditions were not good, the sea state at the time of the accident
was moderate or rough. This would have caused the weight to come onto the bag
rope more suddenly and therefore allow Mr Swaine less time to take preventive
action of getting out of the way of the rope.

7.3 Mr Swaine was not wearing any form of personal flotation device that would have
assisted in his recovery from the water.




RECOMMENDATIONS

8.1

8.1

8.1

RECOMMENDATIONS.

When working on deck all fishermen should wear some form of personal flotation
device. The wearing of a personal flotation device will give a person in the water
a realistic chance of being recovered. The use and wearing of personal flotation
devices at the time of the incident was covered by Marine Notice No 14 of 2000,
{since this incident was investigated, new regulations (S.l. 586 of 2002) have been
introduced in relation to the wearing of personal flotation devices on fishing
vessel and a new Marine Notice, No. 7 of 2002 [see Appendix E] has also been
issued}.

A Marine Notice should be issued stating that all fishing vessels must be manned
as required by the Fishing Vessels (Certification of Deck Officers and Engineer
Officers) Regulations, 1988 (S.l. No. 289 of 1988), as amended. A Marine Notice
No. 10 of 2002 subsequently issued in this regard (see Appendix F).

Every Skipper should think about how he would recover a person, who has fallen
overboard, from the water. Skippers should carry out man overboard drills on a
regular basis and have an effective system for retrieving casualties from the
water. A Marine Notice No. 16 of 2002 also issued in this regard (see Appendix G).
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9. APPENDICES

Appendix A.  Chart extract showing position of man overboard.

Appendix B.  Weather Report from Met. Eireann.

Appendix C.  Diagram showing layout of equipment when towing.

Appendix D.  Photographs showing bag rope and drum end arrangement.

Appendix E.  Copy of Marine Notice No. 7 of 2002, dealing with the wearing of
personal flotation devices.

Appendix F.  Copy of Marine Notice No. 10 of 2002, dealing with the manning of
fishing vessels.

Appendix G.  Copy of Marine Notice No. 16 of 2002, dealing with the dangers of
falling overboard from the deck of a fishing vessel.




APPENDIX A.

Appendix A.  Chart extract showing position of man overboard.
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Appendix B. Weather Report from Met. Eireann.

MET EREANN
The Irish Meleorological Service

Gilazmevin il Cnoc Ghies Nalon. Tl 4163 1-806 4200
Diihlin 9, Iredend. Hakle Alha Cliaik 0, Eim Fan: +385.1-300 4247

Weather report lor The sea aren near 300 50°M, 67457
an the 3rd March 2000k
hetween | and 9 haprs GMT

eneral Situation

& virona wesier |y nirkiow over the Celtle Sed o che 2arly hours. A froniol frou el

rnowed sourn-easrairds dunng e early mamimg and he-wesperdy asflowe wi

enbaced by o slecker morth-westerly o

[hitwils For 307 SN 67 457W

Winds: West-south-wes 10 west Force 7. The wind weered morth-west between &
anel 7 hours appros. ard decreased to Fores 4 by % hours

‘Weather: clowdy, patches of roin and dreele

Yisibelity: moderate 1o poor

Seastate: Rough
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Appendix C.  Diagram showing layout of equipment when towing.
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Appendix D. Photographs showing bag rope and drum end arrangement.
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Appendix E.  Copy of Marine Notice No. 7 of 2002, dealing with the wearing of
personal flotation devices.

partmaent of the Marine

| FNatural Resources

Roinn na Mara agus Acmbainn! Nadorthas

Marine Notice
Mo T of 2002

To all Fishing Vessel Owners, Agents, Skippers, Fishing Vessel Crew
Mambsers, Fishermen, and Chandiers

GUIDANCE ON THE SELECTION OF PERSONAL FLOTATION
DEVICES (PFDs) FOR USE ON-BOARD FISHING VESSELS

WiTHDEAWAL OF MARINE NOTICE NO. 14 oF 2000

Marine Motice Mo, 14 of 2000; Use of Ldejackets (LJ] & Persanal Flotation
Devices (PFDs) B hereby withdrawn.
GEMERAL

The Department of the Marine and Natural Resources wishes to remind
skippers and those working onboard fishing wvessels about the new
Regulations on Personal Flotation Devices, PFDs, which came into oparation
on the 1 of March 2002,

These regulations are the Fishing Vessel (Personal Flotation Devices)
Regulations, 2001 {5.. No, 586 of 2001). These regulations apply to all
crewmembers on board fishing vessels, other than those registered under the
laws of another siale. The regulations require that every fishing vessel camry a
suitable personal flofation device for every person onboard. The parsonal
flotation device shall be worn at all times by the crew when on an exposed
deck, or for undecked vessels when on board the vessel, whether at sea, in
harbour or coming to and from moorings. The skipper shall take all
reasonable steps to ensure that all crewmembers wear a personal flotation
device. The criteria, which the regulations refer 1o for determining suitabdlity,
include:

1. The device is sufficient 1o give a person using |t a posithve buoyancy in
waters which ara likely io ba encounterad whars the vassel on which i
is required to be used i reasonably Rkaly o b,

2. The device iz appropriate to the body weighl of the parson who is o
wear it and also to the type of work baing done,

3. The device has on it the CE conlarmity marking consisting of the inidials
*CE” taking the form of the specimen given (shown below) in Annex IV
of Councdl Directive BA/GEEEEC of 21 Decembar 1989 (as amandad
by Council Directive S3EAEEC of 22 July 1853 and Council Direclive
O6/58/EC of the European Pardiament and the Council of 3 Septembear
1996)




q

TYPES OF PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICES

The lermm personal fiotation devica = an allencompaasing term, which covens
all forms of personal prodective equipmenl, inlended o help keap a pesson
aflosl. These range from 'CE" marked |ifejackets through fo ‘CE' marked
buoyancy aids. The following table lists the different types of PFDs acceptable
undar this legeslation and a briel description is given together with supgeshions

for araas of use.

Typa and Markings

Suggesied Lsas

EM 3808 - 27BN

For offshore use in extrema conditions whian heawvy
protective ciothing ks being wom or when exira losds
are boang camied. Turms unconscious waaners face up
in water under almost al circumstances. May be
suftabie for use in sluations where there may be a

dhaliry in rascus.

EM 396 - 160N

For swimmears and non-swimmers of any agse. For
plfshore use, Tums most unconscious waarers faoe
up in water (depending on tha clothing wom). These
may be sultabla for usa in tidsl waters or when foul
weaalher clothing is Deirg worm and whene the wesners
may not be capable of halping themsalves dee o
injury or axhaustion,

EM 385 - 100M

For swimmens of any age. For use In relatbely
sheltered walers, will not lurm unconscious wearers
face up in watar {depending on the clothing wom).

hay ba suitable In instances where the wearers

remain capable of hedpng themsshes

EN 353 - 50N

Oinby for good swimmers and for wee in sheltered
walers where hilp & close &l hand. Will nol hald the
faca of an unconscious wearar clear of the water, For
adults only {+40kg). May be suitsble in
circumstances wiene more bulky or buoyani devicas
could impair the user's activity or actually endangar
tham. Mot & lifejacket

Mote: Eurchorm (EN) refers o European wide slandards, which ane used for
ansuring tha uniformity and mnimum standards for prodwects and services,

The above table |s for guldance only and skippers are 1o assess the rsks
appropriate 1o their ama of operation and select porsonal flotation devices

approprietedy.

APPENDIX E.

CONTD.
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MOTES FOR SELECTION OF PFDS

The selection of PFDs is a complex issue and it is dependent on many faciors
such as area of operation for the vessel, seasonal variations, night and day
firme work, typa of work baing carried out, easa of use alc.... In this saction we
have attempted to deal with these issues and to highlight concerns and issues
which should be considered in sefecting a PFD.

inherantly buoyant flolation suits are popular especially in cold weathar. A
particular benefit of these suits is their thermal protection offered against cold-
water shock and hypothermia. However, in warm weather they become very
hot to work in. Fishermean should also be aware thal because the sull floals in
& horizontal position an unconscious parscn might float either face-up or face-
o,

Inflatable PFDs such as those complying with EN 3956 and EN 399 are
lightweight and less restrictive and can be wom comfortably in both warm and
cold weather, They can also be filted with automatic infiation devices and may
urn the waaner face upwards in the water, depending on clothing worn. These
types of PFDs are also available in versions where they are incorporated into
clothing such as oilsking and work suils.

If the wearer is unconscious when entering the water, only awtomatically
activaled devices will inflate and fishermen who have the manually activated
type must be aware of this limitation.

Consideration should also be ghven to fiting personal flotation devices with
lights, These lights should comply with the EuroMNorm standard EN3S4.

GLDAMCE FOR CORRECT USE oF PFDS

1. Infiatable personal flotation devices must be wom over all clothing and
not undemeath. This s to ensure that there is sufficient space for the
device to inflate and thal the wearer's breathing is not restrictad,

2. PFDs should be worn comeclly o prevent them from riding up above
the waarar's shoulders.

3. Wearars should be fully familiar with the operation of thelr inflatable
PFOs both manually and sutomatically,

4. Inflatable PFD= should be checked regularly and maintained in
accordance with the manufacturer's instructions. As a minimum,
checks should include ensuring that the gas carridges have not been
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punciured, thal the zips, buckles, fasteners and webbing strapa are
functioning correctly and that lights, if fitted, ara functioning.

5. Automatically infiatable PFDs, which operate by means of a scleble
Babbin, may activate in ermmor if left ina damp condition. When inflateble
PFDe ere not being wom they should be hung to dry verically to
ensure that all moisture drains away from the bobbin, Covers arg
avaitable which reduce the problem of accidental Inflation.

BRANDON SHIP LIFEIACKETS

It Is important nol 1o confuse personal fliotation devices which are requined
under the Fishing Yesssl (Personal Fiotation Devices) Regulations, 2001 (&.1,
hlo. 586 of 2001) with the abandon ship lifejackeis which all fishing vessals
must carry. Personal fiotation devices are in addition 1o these ejackets and
baolh types must be carried on board. The abandon ship lifejackets must fulfil
the requiremeants of the IMO SOLAS/EL Marne Equipment Directive (MED)
and they are required 1o ba camied as par of the normal lifesaving equipment
for all fishing vessels. IMD SOLASTEL MED Mejfackets are marked as follows.

Type and Markings Suggested Uises

Usa fof abandoning ship, Hedquied under Merchanl
Shipping Legislation, Mot intended for everyday use
as they are generally bulky and they need to be kept
in good condition for use in abandon ship situations.

IMO SOLASEL
Marina Equipmant
Directive

SUMMARY

This Marine Motice has attempted fto provide guidance to support the
raguiations requirng &l crewmembers on fishing vessels o wear personal
fotation devices, The skipper of a fishing vessel should Identify the hazards
faped by the crew and based on this assess the risks and select switabde
personal fiotetion devices based on the guidanca givan in this marine nofice.

Secratary-General

Dapartmani of the Marine and Nalural Resources
Liseson Lano

Daibdin 2

15™ il 2002

Any enguries conoeming Marine Mobces should be addressad o
Maritime Safety Division
Tod- 01-H998080  Fax: 01-8820774  email marinen Msrine. gav.ie
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Appendix F.  Copy of Marine Notice No. 10 of 2002, dealing with the
manning of fishing vessels.

Rann na Mars agu Acmbaine Nadiinka

MARINE NOTICE
NO 10 OF 2002

ATTENTION: ALL FISHING VESSEL OWNERS, SKIPPERS,
MATES AND FISHERMEN

An investigation Info a recant fishing vesssl inclident fowund that the person on
walch at the time of the incident did nol hold a cerificate of competency or
have any formal training in the use of navigational equipment.

The fishing vessel did nol carry the cormect numbser of qualified Deck Officers
as required by the Fishing Vessels (Cerification of Deck Officers and
Engineer Officers) Regulations 1988 (5.1, No. 289 of 1988), as amended, the
requiremants of which ane sal cul in Appendices | and || altached,

Al fishing vessal ownars and skippers ane remindad thal they are required to
ansura thal their vessels are cormecly manned and that the proper number af
carificated officers are carried for the appropriate fishing area, i.e. Limited or
Unilimitad.

Skippars are reminded that navigational walchkesping duties must ba carmied
out by properly qualified parsonnal at all imas.

All watchkeeping personnel must be thoroughly famdiar with all the electronic
equipment they are expected o use.

The attention of fishing vessel owners and skippers is drawn to the following
information, conceming the Fishing Vessels (Cedification of Deck Officers and
Enginear Officers) Regulations 1988, as amended,

1. The Regulations

The Fishing Vessals (Certification of Deck Officers and Engineer Officers)
Regulations 1988, as amended, require:;

(@) fthose fishing vessels of 17 metres in length and over, which operate
in the
Limited Area, and all fishing vessels that operate In the Unlimited
Area o camry a specified number of deck officers, cerificated in
accordance with the Regulations. Existing certificates of competency
iBsued under section 414 of the Mearchant Shipping Act 1894, will ba
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treated &5 aquivalent to specified cerificates of compatancy isswed
undar thasa Regulations,

(o} &l fishing vessals of 750 kilowatt or mone engine power to canry a
spaciied
riumber of enginear officers cartificated in accordance with tha
Rieguletions.

2. Cerificales of Competency (Deck Officer)

The Regulations requine fishng vessels reglsterad in the State {and
Governmeani fishery resaarch vessels) 1o be manned by duly certificated
Deck Officers and el oul the minemuwm number of Deck Oflicess o be
carried determined by the length of the vessal and by the area (Limited or
Linlimibted)) in which the vessel operabes,

Evary ship registered in the Siale, being a sea-going ishing vessel of
Govermmant fisheary research vessal:

() which operates in the Unlimited area, or
(b) which being of 17 meatras length or more, oparatas in the Limited
area, when pgoing 1o sas,

shall earry such numbear of qualified Deck Officens as sal out in Appandix
1.

Existing Deck Officer cartificates ol compatency Esued under section 414
ol the Mercham Shipping Act 1884, are 1o be trealed as squivalent o
spocifind corificaies of compelency issued undar the Reqgulalions.

3. Cartificates of Competancy (Enginesr Officer]

The Regulations require fishing wvassels registersd in the State of TS0
kilowatt registered powar or more b be manned by duly cerdificated
Engineer Cfficers, and lay down the mindmum numbsr of Enginesr Officers
and the level of their cerificates relsted to the registered power In kiiowatts
(zea Apgendlx Il The Regulations also specify thal only duly cesilicated
persons shall be employed in capacilies, which require certificalss.

4, Additional Information

Thae standards of competancy which must be aftained before a candidate
will be issued with a cedificale of compelency under the Ragulalions
togather with examination syWlabusas, speciman papers and requiremanis
arg sot ouf in the Departmend of the Marine & Natural Resources
publications antitied

{1] Examination for Catificates of Competency for Fishing Vessels
Enginear Officer Reguirements. Syllabusas and Specimen Papers
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And

(2} Examination for Certificates of Competency for Fishing Vesssls;
Deck Officer Requiremants, Syllabuses and Specimen Papers.

Coples of the Regulations and of the Depariment of the Manine & Natural

Resources publications may be ablained from the Govamment
Publications Sale

Oifice, Sun Aliance House, Molaswarth Street, Dubdin 2,

5. Marire Notice No, 4 of 1995 s hereby withdrawn as this notice
supersedes i

Secratany-General
Departmenl of the Marine and
Matural Resources

Cblin &

13" May 2002

Any anquiries conceming Marine Molices should be addressed bo)
Maritime Safaby Division
Tal: 01-6199358 Fax: 01-66207T4 amail;
marine.nolices@maring.gov.ia
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Appendix 1
 Columm 1 | Column 2 Colurmn 3 Codumn £ |
1
1
Fishing | Descriptia | Simimum Number of Cusifisd Dece Gfficers fo be Murmber of other
LT ol Camriad on Vs sol Cificom 10 ho carmied
Lerg of R T
Viessel
Skipper | 2 Hand | Gwippa || 2+ | F i
Fudl Fil r Hand Hand
Limis | Limilnd | Spac
| d | | o |
Uirdimise BRI | | 3 Oificars Faguired im
heirns 1 Jar 1 mddition 1o Shippar
Unlimbed | 50 Madras
o 10K 1 Officers required in
Y Mearns 1 2 ar 2 addtion ar
Iiriimitesd = 50 1 Officer required in
ey 1 | 1ar 1 | ardition b Siippar
“Liviind | >100 2 Officers required in
Matves | 1 Ior 1 1 1 or 11 | joveeieDiper
Limiimad 50 Moo
i <100 Z Oficars reguirad in
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Appendix G.  Copy of Marine Notice No. 16 of 2002, dealing with the dangers
of falling overboard from the deck of a fishing vessel.

Department of the Marine

.. and Matural Resources

Rainn na Mara agus Acmhbainni Madortha

Marine Notice
No. 16 Of 2002

MOTIGE TO ALL FISHING VESSEL OWNERS, SKIFPERS AND ALL FISHERMEMN

& numbar of recant incidents, resulting in deaths, have occurmed when Bshemmen
have bean lost overboand when working on the decks of fishing vessels. In each
case the fiehemmen were weaaning no form of personal fotstion devica. This mads
thiedr rescoverny from the waler show and difficult and in one cass impossibls,

The Depadment of the Maring and Nalural Resources wishes 1o remind skippers
and hose working onboand fishing vessels that the Fishing Vesseal (Personal
Flotation Devices) Regulations 2001 (5.1 Mo. 586 of 2001) came into
operation on the 1% of March 2002. These regulabions apply 10 all crewmembers
on board Irish registened fishing vessels, The regulations requine that every Irish
regstered fizhing vessal carry a suitable personal fiotation device for every person
onboard. The parsonal flotation devica shall be wom at all times by the crew
when on an exposed deck, or for undecked vessels when on board the
wessel, whether at sea, in harbour or coming to and from moorings. The
skipper shall lake all reasonable steps to ensure that all crewmambers wear a
personal fiotetion device, Guidance on the salection of paersanal lotation deices
(PFDs) for use on-boarnd fishing vessals & covered in Marine Notice Mo, T of 2002,

When working on deck, fishemnen should siso considar the following matters:

1. Always keap clear of any fishing gear whie il s being shat. W the gear
srags infoern the skipper so he can take the weight off the gear. The snag
can then be cleared without denger. A tom ned or broleen rape can ba
reipained latar.

2. When hauling gear always keep clear of bights in ropes. If a person is
standing in the bight of a rope and the weight suddenly comes onfo the
rope then thers is the danger of baing pulled cverboand, OF baing senously
injurad ar baodh,

3. Recowering 8 person overboand is extremaely difficull. Hedshe will mos!
likedy be vary cold, extremely tined, weighed down by waterlogged clothing
and @most cerainly unable o help himself or herself. Body tempersiure
falls fast and even the fittest person becomes axdhausted wilthin a shord
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piricd of time, so speed of any recovery is essential. Although thane are
some well-documenied cases of paople SUrivIng FMMErson In e waber
fior seweral hours the normal expenence is that time ls generally measured
in minuies rather than hours.

. Tossing a lifebuoy to someons in this waber is a sansible first step, it

provides an additional means by which people averboard can keep
themsetves afloal. But exercise extrame caution whean trying o pull
someona along by . Hanging on 1o a moving Ifebuay & infinitely harder
than it looks. If the victims cannol help themselves, some means of getting
a strop around the body must be sought, deally this strop will b= the same
meaans by which hefshe s lified back on boand.

. Every skipper should plan how ha would mcoovwer a person rom the walber

onto the boat. The conscientious skipper will camy out "man overboand”
drills an a reguiar basis and have an effective system for refraving
casualies from the water, All parsonal fiotabion devices shotld be Niked
with & body or liffing koop by which the weaner can be hauled from the water
and should atso be fitted with retro-reflective material in the upper part to
ensure their vistdity at night by a searchlight

. Toenter e water to aid a person overboard s commendabie bul very

risky and il shoulkd ba undertaken only when absoluiely essential, and then
only with the akd of a safety Bne and a lifejacket. If a wet suit is avalable and
wiarm, hen the rescuer's 1ask will ba mada aasiar,

ATy BNGUIFES CONGEM g um-unm shiould b addressad 1o

Maritme Salsty Dirscioniy
Tal: 015196080 Fax 01-66E20774  emall: maning nefcesfmaring goe e
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