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1. SYNOPSIS

1.1 On 15th May 2010 the Irish Coast Guard was alerted to an incident, which had
occurred off Greenore Point, Co. Wexford. The report indicated that a small
vessel had foundered and that a crew member was missing at sea. The casualty
was subsequently recovered. 
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2. FACTUAL INFORMATION

2.1 Description of the vessel

The vessel "Duggie’s Pride" was an open boat constructed of Fibre Reinforced
Plastic materials (commonly referred to as either FRP or GRP). The style of build
is referred to as simulated clinker. It was of double skin, that is, an inner and
outer moulding with the void spaces reportedly foam filled. There was a single
seat forward which was of GRP. Two half seats slightly aft of this, just forward of
amidships and there was a seat with a storage locker aft where the skipper
would control the vessel which was powered by a Honda four stroke petrol
fuelled outboard motor, rated at 10 HP.

2.2 Principal Particulars:

Vessel Name: "DUGGIE’S PRIDE"

Vessel Type: Open boat

Length: 4.65m (measured)

Beam: 1.70m (measured)

Draft: 0. 17m (approx.)

Depth from Gunwhale to Keel: 0.57m

Construction: GRP

Registration Number: None

Fishing Licence Number: None

Code of Practice DOC: None

Activity: Spider Crab Fishing

Engine: Honda 10 HP four stroke, petrol 

Builder: Not established

Owner: Mr. Derek Sinnott (Deceased)

Crew: Mr. Thomas Sinnott and Mr. Alan Walsh
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EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT

3. EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT

3.1 The vessel was maintained afloat in an artificial harbour beside Rosslare
Europort, referred to locally as "the lagoon".

3.2 It is reported that on the night of 13th & 14th May 2010 Mr. Derek Sinnott took
"Duggies Pride" out to lay the spider crab nets just off shore and to the south of
Greenore Point, St. Helen’s Bay.

3.3 Mr. Sinnott then spent the rest of 14th May working on board the M.F.V. "Hannah’s
Hope" a vessel he co-owned with his father. This vessel was late returning to the
shore.

3.4 On 14th May 2010, at approx. 23.00 hrs. "Duggies Pride" departed from the lagoon
with three persons on board:
Mr. Derek Sinnott as skipper
Mr. Thomas Sinnott as crew
Mr. Alan Walsh as crew

3.5 None of the crew were wearing lifejackets. There were no Life Saving Appliances
on board the vessel. There was no VHF transceiver on board. 

3.6 Weather conditions were good with light north-westerly winds and no significant
wave height. 

3.7 They arrived on site at approx. 23.30 hrs. on 14th May 2010. They found another
net was laid over their nets and set about clearing it.

3.8 By 01.30 hrs. on 15th May 2010 they were able to access their own nets, noting
they had a large catch. 
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4. THE INCIDENT

4.1 Between 01.30 and 03.10 hrs. on 15th May 2010 the crew were engaged in
recovering their catch from the nets. At approx. 03.15 hrs. it was decided to
return to the lagoon as the vessel had been filled. They used the inner channel
(referred to as the Sound and marked by a perch) to head towards Rosslare
Europort. As the vessel rounded Greenore Point it started taking on water. 

4.2 A decision was made to approach the beach and land Mr. Walsh ashore in an
effort to lighten the vessel’s load. Following the drop off of Mr. Walsh, the vessel
put about and headed for the lagoon.

4.3 The vessel was approx. 300 metres offshore when it started taking on water
again. The remaining crew jumped overboard and started swimming towards the
shore. Mr. Derek Sinnott got into difficulties and Mr. Thomas Sinnott went back to
assist him, removing his outer clothing, including oilskins and boots. 

4.4 They continued towards the shore but Mr. Derek Sinnott again fell behind and was
in difficulty. Mr. Thomas Sinnott continued to the shore and headed to the
nearest house to raise the alarm.

THE INCIDENT



5. EVENTS FOLLOWING THE INCIDENT

5.1 The first alarm was recorded at 04.25 hrs. when MRCC Dublin was advised by
Rosslare RNLI Lifeboat Station that a man was missing in the sea. 

5.1.1 Rosslare RNLI Lifeboat Station was launched at 04.28 hrs. and was on
scene for 04.43 hrs. 

5.1.2 The local Coast Guard unit was also placed on alert and arrived on scene
for 05.05 hrs. 

5.1.3 The Waterford Coast Guard SAR helicopter was tasked at 04.29 hrs. 

5.1.4 The Irish Naval Service Vessel L.E. "Ciara" was tasked at 05.08 hrs.

5.2 The first "Mayday" alert was issued at 04.17 hrs. on 15th May 2010 by the Irish
Coast Guard. The location was given as 52° 14.85’N 006° 19.28’W (see Appendix
8.2).

5.2.1 The first unit on the scene was the Rosslare Harbour RNLI All Weather
Lifeboat (ALB) from Rosslare RNLI station.

5.2.2 Subsequently Rosslare all weather Lifeboat launched it’s daughter craft.

5.2.3 The L.E. "Ciara" launched a rescue boat at approx. 05.16 hrs. before
slipping her moorings at Rosslare Europort.

5.2.4 The Kilmore Quay RNLI Lifeboat was launched and arrived on scene at
approx. 07.02 hrs.

5.2.5 The Coast Guard Search and rescue helicopter (Rescue 117) from
Waterford was launched and overflew the scene.

5.2.6 A number of fishing boats from both Rosslare and Carne joined in the
search.

5.2.7 A number of persons were on the shore as part of the search.

5.3 The capsized vessel and a number of nets were recovered and brought to the
shore. 

5.4 Mr. Derek Sinnott was located in the water at some time between 10.48 and
10.52 hrs. He was recovered from the water by the M.F.V "Four Winds" and
transferred to the care of the RNLI.
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6. CONCLUSIONS

6.1 The vessel was viewed at the head of the area referred to as the lagoon. It
was on shore and in an area cordoned off by railings and rope. There was
evidence of minor repairs to the hull, particularly towards the port side of the
fore foot (see appendix 8.1(a). This had no bearing on the casualty. The only
significant openings were the transom well drain holes at 0.57 m above the
base of the keel, and a slight reduction of transom height at the engine
mounting point (see appendix 8.1(b). This was considered important when
later it was advised that the vessel was floating at two strakes above the
water, which allowed water to enter through the hull. The transom well drain
holes were at the same level. 

6.2 The incident and events were discussed with the father of the deceased and
the two survivors:

6.2.1 Mr. Philip Sinnott (father of Deceased)

6.2.2 Mr. Sinnott advised that the vessel had been purchased second hand
two to three years before the incident.

6.2.3 It had not been subjected to a Code of Practice inspection process
(fishing vessels under 15 metres in length). 

6.2.4 There were no Lifesaving appliances of any type on board nor was
there a Portable VHF transceiver. 

6.2.5 It was stated that it was intended to have the vessel inspected under
the Code of Practice later in the year. 

6.2.6 Mr. Sinnott was not aware that his son was using the vessel on the
night. 

6.2.7 The forward seating arrangement provided the only buoyancy for the
vessel.

6.2.8 When the vessel was recovered it was floating approx. 600 mm below
the surface of the water and there was no damage noted at that time.

6.3 Mr. Alan Walsh - Crew

6.3.1 Mr. Alan Walsh advised that the vessel left the lagoon at approx. 23.00
hrs. on 14th May. There were three persons on board and Mr. Derek
Sinnott was skipper. It took between 10 and 15 minutes to reach
Greenore Point from the lagoon.
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6.3.2 Three or four nets had been set the night before by Mr. Derek Sinnott.
The nets had been hauled and reset on 14th May 2010. All this work took
place during early morning or evening hours with Mr. Derek Sinnott
working on "Hannah’s Hope" by day.

6.3.3 They started to haul their nets at 23.30 hrs. on 14th May 2010. They
found another net overlying their nets, which had to be cleared first. At
approx. 01.30 hrs. they got to the first of their nets. 

6.3.4 By 01.35 hrs. they had recovered two nets from the water and the vessel
was filling with the catch. Mr. Walsh was sitting on the port side mid
length seat with Mr. Thomas Sinnott seating forward. The vessel was
heavy in the water with 2 strakes clear of the gunwhale.

6.3.5 It was decided to head for the shore pulling the nets with them and
intended to clear the catch from the nets on the beach. As they came
through the "Sound" the vessel started taking on water. The weather
appeared to have gotten worse and water was coming in over the
gunwhales. 

6.3.6 The beach was approx. 0.5 miles ahead and he asked to be left off on
the beach. He got off the vessel at approx. 04.05 hrs. He headed up to
his home above the beach and then made his way to the lagoon to assist
with the catch as the vessel came in. 

6.3.7 He missed the vessel coming round the harbour wall and went to the
back of the ferry terminal looking for it. He then saw the lifeboat lights
and ran to the RNLI Box to see what was happening. He was told Mr.
Derek Sinnott was missing.

6.4 Mr. Thomas Sinnott - Crew

6.4.1 The initial account of Mr. Sinnott was much the same as that of Mr.
Walsh. Therefore we have not repeated it, rather we take up his account
from in or around 03.00 hrs.

6.4.2 At around 03.00 hrs. the weather freshened with winds variable from NW
to NE Beaufort Force 3 to 4. There was a very strong tide running. 

6.4.3 Each net used comprised of 2 x 100 metre nets joined together as one.
They had caught the equivalent of 25 boxes of crab. The crabs were
thrown loosely into the bilge between the forward and middle seating.
The weight per box was given as between 10 and 15 kg.

6.4.4 Mr. Walsh was let off on the beach. They then turned out to head for the
lagoon. Approx. 200 metres off the beach the vessel started to take on
water again. They went another 100 metres when a larger wave 
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lapped over the side of the vessel The vessel went approx. 600 mm
below the surface at the bow and the engine was immersed. 

6.4.5 They jumped out of the vessel intending to swim ashore. Neither of the
men were wearing lifejackets. The distance to the shore was approx. 300
metres on a falling tide. They stripped their over-clothing and boots. Mr.
Thomas Sinnott realised he was making better progress than Mr. Derek
Sinnott and turned back to assist him. They tried to swim together but
Mr. Derek Sinnott was getting weaker and was shouting for help. 

6.4.6 Mr. Thomas Sinnott reached the shore and went to the nearest house and
raised the alarm. Mr. Derek Sinnott had worked all of the night of the
14th May at the spider crabs before working all day on "Hannah’s Hope".
They had been delayed in setting out as "Hannah’s Hope" was late
returning from its trip.

6.5 Weather records for the time have been examined. Met Eireann provided an
estimate of weather conditions for the area for the relevant period (see
Appendix 8.3). They also provided data for the M5 weather buoy positioned in
51° 7 N 006° 7 W. 

6.5.1 The data from the buoy shows the wind direction as being between 330°
T and 340° T between 00.00 and 08.00 hrs. on 15th May. The highest
wind speed recorded was 18 knots at 00.00 hrs. and falling to 16 knots
04.00 hrs. Thus the weather at the M5 buoy was a Beaufort Force 5
falling to Force 4.

6.5.2 The weather model for the scene is winds from a north-westerly
direction at between Beaufort Force 3 and perhaps as high as Beaufort
Force 5.

6.5.3 The weather data provided by the Naval Service indicates that the
weather was good with little wind.

6.6 The vessel in use was an open boat and was not registered as a fishing vessel
and as such was not required to be inspected under the Code of Practice for
Small Fishing Vessels of up to 15 metres in length. It carried no Life Saving
Equipment or VHF Transceiver.

6.7 The vessel was in good condition. It was double hulled and reportedly the void
spaces were foam filled. There was some reserve buoyancy. There was provision
for propelling the vessel with oars.
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7. RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1 The Board recommends that the Minister for Transport reminds anglers of their
obligations as follows:

• To wear a suitable personal flotation device on vessels of less than seven
metres in length in accordance with Statutory Instrument S.I. No. 921 of 2005.

• To develop a suitable passage plan in accordance with SOLAS Ch. V Marine
Notice No. 9 of 2003. 
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(a) Repair at port bow

(b) Transom drain holes almost at same level as second strake from gunwhale.
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APPENDIX 8.2

Appendix 8.2 Chartlet – approximate location of casualty.
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Appendix 8.3 Met Éireann Weather Report.
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Appendix 8.3 Met Éireann Weather Report.
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Appendix 8.4 Timeline of incident. 

All times shown are approximate and based on informartion received from sources
indicated.

APPENDIX 8.4

Analysis of Time Line for "Duggies Pride"

Notes:  All times used by Irish Coastguard for log purposes are given in UTC.
All times in the Naval Service Report are given in LMT
All times used by the RNLI are given in LMT 

STATION TIME UTC TIME LMT EVENT

MRCC DUBLIN 04.25.00 Rosslare LB advises report 
04.28.00 Rosslare LB launched
04.29.00 R117 tasked
04.30.00 Rosslare CGU tasked
04.43.00 Rosslare LB on scene
05.05.00 Rosslare CGU on scene & LE "Ciara" tasked
05.08.00 LE "Ciara" Proceeds
05.35.00 LE "Ciara" on scene

LE "CIARA" 05.16.00 Outboard RIB launched
05.50.00 Request On Scene Commander Status
06.39.00 Kilmore Quay LB proceeding to scene
07.30.00 R117 departs to refuel
08.28.00 "My Girl Lisa" searching inshore
09.36.00 R117 tasked to new search area
10.31.00 Rosslare LB starts new search area
10.40.00 R117 Search of Slaney  Estuary negative
10.48.00 Rosslare LB Returning to datum request permission to join Rosslare Inshore LB
10.52.00 Rosslare Inshore LB reports causualty on board , proceeds to Rosslare Europort
10.58.00 Confirmed that casualty was recovered.
11.05.00 Rosslare Coasguard canels "Mayday alert"

ROSSLARE HARBOUR 04.17.00 Assembly Signal Time - First Information
04.25.00 Launch All Weather Boat
04.32.00 Arrive on scene
04.36.00 Inshore Boat launched
05.20.00 Le "Ciara" deployed 2 x RIB's 
05.25.00 R117 on scene
07.00.00 Kilmore Quay LB on scene
10.50.00 Body found in sea
11.00.00 Depart from scene
11.10.00 Depart from casualty / Back on station

KILMORE QUAY 06.24.00 First Information
06.26.00 Assembly Signal
06.35.00 Launch
07.02.00 Arrive on scene
11.00.00 Report of body found
11.03.00 Depart from scene
12.10.00 Back at Station
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CORRESPONDENCE

MCIB RESPONSE 
The MCIB notes the comments of this response.
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MCIB RESPONSE 
The MCIB notes the content of this response.
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MCIB RESPONSE 
The MCIB notes the observations made in this response and has clarified the
timelines. See Appendix 8.4.
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CORRESPONDENCE

REPLY TO RESPONSE FROM MR. PHILIP & KATHLEEN SINNOTT RECEIVED 
15 OCTOBER 2010.

Firstly the MCIB offers its deepest sympathy to the family and friends of the
deceased, Mr. Derek Sinnott.

The MCIB notes the contents of this response and wishes to make the following
comments:

A) The sole remit of the MCIB is to investigate the cause of a casualty and to
make recommendations to prevent such happening again. It should be
understood that the MCIB investigator only arrives at the scene after the
incident has been reported and takes no part in search and rescue.

The MCIB is always mindful of the distress and grief such incidents cause
family and friends of those lost and will always attempt to be discreet,
respectful and non-intrusive to both family and friends at these times. The
MCIB stresses that the breaking of such news to family is not within their
remit and consider that this is a matter for the emergency services, who are
on the front line of any incident.

B) During the interview with the MCIB investigator Mr. P Sinnott stated that he
found the vessel some 600mm below the surface, that he righted it and
brought it to the shore. Mr. Sinnott also advised that he was unaware that his
son, Derek, was out that night.

C) Mr. T. Sinnott and Mr. A Walsh stated that Derek Sinnott had laid nets out
during the nights of 13 & 14 May 2010. Thus Mr. D Sinnott was out on the
vessel on both nights during the hours of darkness.

D) Section 3.4 identifies Mr. D Sinnott as the skipper of the vessel. The vessel
was powered by an outboard motor so the most probable location of the
deceased was at the stern. The MCIB has identified the seating location of
both survivors so the stern was the only location the deceased could have
occupied.

E) The MCIB has amended the Report to confirm that Mr. Walsh went to the RNLI
box located on the cliff top rather than the RNLI Station. Mr. Walsh stated
that whilst at the RNLI Box he was informed that Derek Sinnott was missing
and that the alarm was raised by Mr. T Sinnott.

F) Mr. Walsh stated that it was the intention to clear the crabs from the nets as
they approached the shore where he landed. The intention was to lighten the
load in the vessel by placing him ashore.

The recommendations offered by Mr. & Mrs. Sinnott are covered in law and have
already been included in the recommendations in this report.
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MCIB RESPONSE 
The MCIB notes the contents of this response and advises that the aspects
mentioned are already covered by SOLAS chapter V and S.I. 921 of 2005and the
Code of Practice for Fishing Vessels of less than 15 metres in length. 
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MCIB RESPONSE 
The MCIB notes the contents of this response and has made the necessary
amendments.


