
1

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

INTO FATAL INCIDENT AT 

CULLENSTOWN,

CO. WEXFORD 

ON 

7th SEPTEMBER 2010.

The Marine Casualty Investigation
Board was established on the 
25th March, 2003 under the
Merchant Shipping (Investigation
of Marine Casualties) Act, 2000.

The copyright in the enclosed
report remains with the Marine
Casualty Investigation Board by
virtue of section 35(5) of the
Merchant Shipping (Investigation
of Marine Casualties) Act, 2000. No
person may produce, reproduce or
transmit in any form or by any
means this report or any part
thereof without the express
permission of the Marine Casualty
Investigation Board. This report
may be freely used for educational
purposes.

Leeson Lane, Dublin 2. 

Telephone: 01-678 3485/86. 

Fax: 01-678 3493. 

email: info@mcib.ie

www.mcib.ie

REPORT No. MCIB/190
(No.10 of 2011)



2

Report MCIB/190 published by The Marine Casualty Investigation Board
Published 26th August 2011.



PAGE

1. SYNOPSIS 4

2. FACTUAL INFORMATION 5

3. EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT 7

4. THE INCIDENT 8

5. EVENTS FOLLOWING THE INCIDENT 9

6. CONCLUSIONS 10

7. RECOMMENDATIONS 11

8. APPENDICES 12

9. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 20

3

CONTENTS



1. SYNOPSIS

1.1 Mr. Michael O’Connor went fishing in the early hours of 7th September 2010 in a
small open boat at Cullenstown, Co. Wexford. He failed to return home. His
boat was found upturned and his remains were recovered later on the same
day. 
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2. FACTUAL INFORMATION

2.1 Description of Vessel

The boat was a small GRP (Glass Reinforced Plastic) punt with buoyancy built in
forward and aft. A single seat was fitted close to midship. The boat was not a
registered fishing vessel.

2.2 Technical Specification

Boat maker: Unknown
Material: GRP
Length: 2.8m
Beam: 1.2m
Depth: 0.5m
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2.3 Equipment

No equipment was found aboard or attached to the boat. 

2.4 Persons onboard:

Mr. Michael O’Connor.

2.5 Tidal Information

7th September 2010  HW 05:30  LW 12:00.

2.6 Weather Conditions

The weather at the time of the incident was clear with southerly winds of up to
Force 4. Sea-state was smooth with a maximum swell of 300mm. There were
breaking waves on the Bar of Lough at Cullenstown, Co. Wexford. (See Met
Éireann report, Appendix 8.3).

2.7 Location

The slipway where Mr. O’Connor departed from is located at 52°13.05’ N
06°41.43’ W. The Coal Yard is located at 52°13.03’ N 06°41.35’W.

FACTUAL INFORMATION Cont.
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3. EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT

3.1 Mr. O’Connor regularly used this boat to fish in the waters close to his home or to
cross the waterway and walk to the Bar of Lough at Cullenstown to fish from its
eastern shore.

3.2 The boat was kept at a small private slipway close to his home.

3.3 At 00.30 hrs. on 7th September 2010 Mr. O’Connor left home to go fishing alone.
He did not return home as expected. 

3.4 Mrs. O’Connor went to the slipway at 06.30 hrs. and on to Cullenstown at 07.00
hrs. where she met local fishermen who included a member of the local Coast
Guard Unit. They carried out an initial search of the area and then raised the
alarm. 



4. THE INCIDENT

4.1 As there were no witnesses to the incident the Board is unable to fully determine
as to why Mr. O’Connor fell overboard. 
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5. EVENTS FOLLOWING THE INCIDENT

5.1 The National Maritime Operation Centre (NMOC) Dublin launched a search
operation involving:
• Fethard Lifeboat
• Kilmore Quay Coast Guard
• Local People
• Irish Coast Guard Helicopter R117 from Waterford

5.2 Kilmore Quay Coast Guard and local people carried out a search along the
shore.

5.3 R117 was on training exercises and was diverted to the incident, arriving on
scene at 08.45 hrs.

5.4 R117 located the upturned boat at 08.57 hrs. and it was inspected by the
helicopter crew. 

5.5 R117 located Mr. O’Connor’s body at 09.06 hrs. 

5.6 Fethard Inshore Lifeboat was towed to the scene by road and launched from
the quay known as the Coal Yard, close to the slipway from where Mr. O’Connor
departed. The lifeboat recovered Mr. O’Connor’s boat and towed it to the Coal
Yard where it was handed over to Kilmore Coast Guard. 

5.8 Mr. O’Connor was pronounced dead at 16.10 hrs. at Cork University Hospital.
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6. CONCLUSIONS

6.1 The tide was flooding when Mr. O’Connor went fishing.

6.2 The weather at the time of the incident was moderate with wind and waves
that could influence a small boat of 2.8m in length. However, the investigation
concluded that weather was not a factor. 

6.3 Mr. O’Connor was wearing a life jacket at the time of the incident.

6.4 The boat was not a registered fishing vessel and thus was not surveyed in
relation to regulations which set standards of safety and protection for persons
on board small fishing vessels, of less than 15 metres length overall, which go to
sea to fish for profit. 

6.5 The boat was small and considered unsuitable to carry, set or tow heavy fishing
gear.

6.6 The combination of boat size, darkness, weather conditions, tidal flow, fishing
equipment and the absence of safety equipment other than a lifejacket
combined to increase the danger and reduce the chance of survival.

6.7 There were no flares, VHF radio or other safety equipment found on board the
vessel.

6.8 A net was found close-by with one end tied to a floating buoy on the north side
of the waterway with the other end drifting in a westerly direction with the
ebbing tide. 

6.9 There was no detail available of the size or type of fishing net recovered. It is
thought likely that this net was used by Mr. O’Connor on the night of the
incident. 

6.10 It is also thought likely that Mr. O’Connor shot a net in a southerly direction
across the waterway with one end tied to a mooring close to the slipway on the
north side. 

6.11 It is not known how Mr. O’Connor came to be in the water. 

6.12 The incident happened at night in the dark when Mr. O’Connor was fishing
alone. There was no other boat or person in the area to provide assistance or to
raise the alarm. 

6.13 A post mortem examination was carried out which concluded that the cause of
death was due to cardiorespiratory arrest due to drowning. 
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7. RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1 The Board recommends that the Minister for Transport, Tourism and Sport:-

• Continues to promote an awareness on the part of anglers and leisure boaters
of the dangers of operating without adequate safety equipment, and

• Promotes an awareness of and compliance with the Code of Practice for the
Safe Operation of Recreational Craft. (See appendix 8.4). 
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APPENDIX 8.1

Appendix 8.1  Chart of area.
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Appendix 8.2 Aerial Photographs.
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Note that the Bic Sports Kayak sit-o
type Kayak is lodged firmly

in the weir back flow after twelve

Above is the entrance to the weir. After the two men re-entered the water ther
was no easy way back. 
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Appendix 8.2 Aerial Photographs.
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Appendix 8.3 Met Eireann Weather Report.
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Appendix 8.3 Met Eireann Weather Report.
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Appendix 8.3 Met Eireann Weather Report.
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Appendix 8.4  Code of Practice for The Safe Operation of Recreational Craft.

APPENDIX 8.4
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MCIB RESPONSE 
The Board notes the contents of this correspondence.
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MCIB RESPONSE 
The Board notes the contents of this correspondence and has made the
necessary amendments. 
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