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1.1

1.2

SYNOPSIS

On the 21st August 2005 at about 21.30 hours, Mr. Ronnie O’Connor returned
alone by boat to the Ballyteige burrow off the south Wexford coast to continue
fishing for bass. He had dropped home his brother Michael, who had been
fishing with him earlier. At about 22.30 or 22.45 hours, Mr. Michael O’Connor
had a telephone conversation with his brother, who informed him that he was
returning home. Mr. Ronnie O’Connor failed to return and his upturned boat was
found about six hours later.

There were spring tides around the time of the incident and there was a severe
ebb tide running in the river at the time Mr. O’Connor went missing. On 31st
August 2005, Mr. Ronnie O’Connor’s body was recovered close to the area where
his boat had been located. No personal flotation device (PFD) or lifejacket was
worn.

All times given are local
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2. FACTUAL INFORMATION

2.1 Particulars of the boat:

Length: 2.86 metres.

Breadth: 1.35 metres.

Depth: 0.48 metres

Owner: Mr. Michael O’Connor, Duncormick, Co. Wexford.
Engine: Suzuki 3.7 kW. Mass 27-28 kg.

Description of boat: Open boat of fibreglass construction with one timber

thwart and buoyancy chambers fore and aft.
Photographs of the boat are given in Appendix 8.1.

2.2 The following gear is believed to have been in the boat at the time of the
incident:
» 1 Aqualux beachcaster in green holder 3.90 metres long in 3 sections

(maroon).

1 Shakespeare Mustang beachcaster 3.60 metres long in 3 sections (black).

1 tripod for beach use.

1 fork.

1 torch.

1 flask.

1 bag of assorted fishing parts.

1 petrol fuel tank.

1 blue rain mac.

« 1 anchor and length of rope.

» Two oars

« Two rowlocks

2.3 The lone person on the boat at the time of the incident was Mr. Ronnie
O’Connor aged 44 years from Co. Wexford.




EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT

3.1

3.2

3.3

EVENTS PRIOR TO THE INCIDENT

On the afternoon of Sunday 21st August 2005, Mr. Ronnie O’Connor together
with his brother, Mr. Michael O’Connor, went from Michael’s house on the boat
down river towards the area known as "Bar of Lough” and they stopped and
beached the boat about 50 metres from the end of the sand spit, which is
known as the Ballyteige burrow. They walked across the gravel and sand to the
other side of the burrow and arrived there at about 17.45 or 18.00 hours BST.
(See copy of chart of area at Appendix 8.2).

Mr. Michael O’Connor was spinning for trout and bass and Mr. Ronnie O’ Connor
was fishing on the seabed for bass. They remained fishing until about 21.30
hours and both travelled back by boat to Michael O’Connor’s house where

Mr. Ronnie O’Connor dropped off his brother and returned to Ballyteige burrow.
Mr. Ronnie O’Connor was an experienced boatman.

Mr. Michael O’Connor recalls that high water in the area was close to 21.30
hours and that there was a slight fog and a slight breeze at this time. (See
Appendix 8.3 for the Met Eireann weather report on conditions pertaining in the
area at the time of the incident).
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THE INCIDENT

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

THE INCIDENT

At about 22.30 or 22.45 hours, Michael O’Connor rang his brother and asked him
how he was doing. He was informed that Mr. Ronnie O’ Connor had caught a 4
or 5 b bass and was coming home at that time. Mr. Michael O’Connor could
hear his brother walking across the gravel towards the boat during the
telephone conversation. Mr. Ronnie O’ Connor rang his partner, Geraldine,
around this time in order to arrange to be picked up at his brother Michael’s
house.

At about 23.15 hours there was no sign of Mr. Ronnie O’Connor coming ashore.
It was raining heavily at this time. Mr. Michael O’Connor then searched the river
with a torch but there was no sign of his brother. Mr. Michael O’Connor and
Geraldine tried on a number of occasions to contact Mr. Ronnie O’ Connor by
telephone, without success.

They also went to Cullenstown Strand to search for him. Mr. Michael O’Connor
recalls that there was a severe ebb tide running at this time and it was also
raining.

They returned to Mr. Michael O’ Connor’s house and checked the river again.
Shortly afterwards they contacted the rescue services.




EVENTS AFTER THE INCIDENT

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

EVENTS AFTER THE INCIDENT

The rescue services responded immediately and a search of the area
commenced.

At 05.00 hours on 22nd August 2005 the upturned boat, was located in position
52 12.73 North 006 42.84 West in a position off Cullenstown Beach. Shortly
afterward the upturned boat with engine, petrol tank and a flask were
recovered. The boat was found attached by a rope to the anchor that was lying
on the seabed. A buoy was attached to the anchor in order to mark the
position.

At about 17.30 hours on the same day the two fishing rods and other gear from
the boat were recovered, about 100 metres away from the marker buoy, by
naval divers who were assisting in the search.

The search continued each day until 31st August 2005 when at 07.19 hours a
fishing vessel found the body of Mr. Ronnie O’Connor in position 52 12.30 North
006 43.05 West. The Kilmore Quay Lifeboat recovered the body from the water
and landed the remains at Kilmore Quay.
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CONCLUSIONS

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

6.6

CONCLUSIONS

There were spring tides around the time of the incident and there was a severe
ebb tide running at the time Mr. Ronnie O’Connor went missing. It would appear
that the boat was carried out to sea in the severe ebb tide and it was upturned
in the very turbulent waters that existed where the very strong ebb tide
entered the sea. There appears to be little doubt but that the boat was
upturned in the area where it was located and that its anchor held it there.
Also fishing and other gear belonging to the boat were found on the seabed
nearby. The upturned boat was located about six hours after the incident.

It is known that the engine on the boat was temperamental. It had to be
started on full choke and half throttle. As soon as the engine started, the choke
had to be put almost full in. When the engine was recovered it would appear
that the choke was fully open. Ronnie O’Connor was very familiar with the
operation of the engine. However it would appear that the engine might not
have been running immediately prior to the incident.

It cannot be established with certainty when Mr. Ronnie O’Connor entered the
water. He may have fallen in during his attempts to start the engine. If the
engine failed to start then he may have attempted to row the boat onto the
riverbank. If this failed or if, for some reason, he lost an oar or oars then the
boat would have been carried out on the ebb tide and Mr. Ronnie O’Connor may
have been in the boat when it reached the area where it was upturned. He
does not appear to have tried to use his mobile phone either through lack of
time or for some other reason.

When going to the bar on a high tide it was the practice to go in a bigger boat
and to avoid going on the ebb tide.

Mr. Ronnie O’Connor was not wearing any personal flotation device during the
trip. S.l. No. 259 of 2004 Merchant Shipping (pleasure craft) (lifejackets and
operation) (safety) Regulations 2004, requires the occupants of a pleasure craft
of less than 7.0 metres length overall to wear suitable personal flotation
devices or lifejackets while on board an open craft when not made fast to the
shore or at anchor. However it does appear to have been the practice that
lifejackets were worn and also a spare engine was carried when proceeding
past the bar.

If Mr. Ronnie O’Connor had been wearing a suitable personal flotation device or
lifejacket, it would have greatly increased his chances of being rescued from
the water alive.




RECOMMENDATIONS

7.1

7.2

7.3

7.4

RECOMMENDATIONS

It is noted that revised regulations S.I. No. 921 of 2005 have been issued
updating the requirement of S.l. No. 259 of 2004. It is recommended that a
Marine Notice is published advising of the requirements of S.I. No. 921 of 2005
(Merchant Shipping) Pleasure Craft (Personal Flotation Devices and Operation)
(Safety) Regulations 2005, and detailing the various flotation devices available
and considerations to be taken into account by the person in charge of a
pleasure craft when selecting what is a suitable personal flotation device for
the occupants of a boat taking into account area of operation, weather
conditions etc.

No matter how experienced a person may be, it is recommended that all
persons, before putting to sea, fully evaluate the weather and tidal conditions
present, taking into account the limitations of their craft, including engine
performance and possible associated engine problems, in the weather
conditions. No matter how familiar they are with the area, persons should
refrain from taking any risk in extreme weather or tidal conditions as should
something go wrong their chances of being rescued alive will be severely
reduced. All persons using boats alone should wear PFD’s or lifejackets at all
times regardless of weather conditions.

Engines on all boats should be maintained in a good operational condition and
they should be serviced on a regular basis and also when any problems are
experienced with their safe operation.

A Marine Notice pointing out the above two matters should be published and
distributed to the appropriate sectors.
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8. LIST OF APPENDICES
8.1 Photographs of the boat
8.2 Chart extract of Area

8.3 Met Eireann weather report

8.4 S.1. No. 921 of 2005 (Merchant Shipping) Pleasure Craft (Personal Flotation
Devices and Operation) (Safety) Regulations 2005




APPENDIX 8.1

Appendix 8.1 Photographs of the boat.
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Chart extract of area.

Appendix 8.2
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APPENDIX 8.3

Appendix 8.3 Met Eireann weather report.

General Forecast Division
Flasnevin , Dublin @
Fax : {01} AHAZTS Tl : 01} Bl 258

Report for l.hL MCIB on weather conditions pertaining off

Ang-05

18-Ctober-05

O ref:
Marine Survey Office,
Dept. Commpinscations, Marines and Matiral Rescurces,
Leeson Lane,
Diublin 2.

Diear Sir, the fellowing is & report on wenther conditions at the aforesaid area in approximate
position 52 127N (6 4L8W, between X200 brs and 23,59 brs on 21-Awp-2005

Metenrobogical sitwation: An scfive cold froot traversed the ares hetwesn 23,00 and 24,00’ hte an
the might in question. A maist and eild doutbeest Oow was repliced by a less bumid northowest
o,

The following i an estimation of conditions in the area doring the period 2100 to 24000 BST:
Infoamation is desved by extrapalated from Met Exeann's synoptic networkl, with special emphisis
n the nearest station, namely Rasslare {10 ki o the noctheass).

Cloudy canditions prevalled therough the day, with msodesate soutiwess winds(12 10 15 knots) and
enainly dry weather wnfil 2100 brs. A perind of showery ramn oocurrsd betwesn 21,30 and 00,34, in
which approximately 4 mm was deposited. Visibility was also reduced, with the Lol ststion
reporing 900 meters hetween 22,00 and 23.00 hrs. The surface wind (8 ta 11 knots) vegreed shaply
from apuibwest 1o nortbwest betwesn 23.00 and 24,00 hrs, but decreased lighter soon ||-r¢:|::|[‘||_r
Wisihility had also impraved to 10 ki by 24.00 hes,

Biadar and Satellite archived imagery woald sanfinm the ahove analysis af gvents during the pericd in
questicn. No SFERIC"s {thunder or lightening) were reparted in the vicinity during the period.

Wind bistory: Winds were light and variable (4 to 11 knots) during the preseding day 20 Ang-i3,
in mastly dry sunay coeditians, Predomiesanily sowthevest winds prevailed during 21-Aug-05 prios io
the incident, but did reach 15 knots daring mid afternoan. 1 cencleds that sea conditions, could only
be slight southerly swell 81 time of incident, with small wavelats superimpossd on this swell. , is
Comiined sen and swell of less than 0.4 meters.

Yours Sincersly, / ¥k
__E.ar.-.t _-er i} ;ifﬂ-

Wincend O Shen, Metearalogist

2005 Copyright All Rights Reserved, Met Eirearm (Crepariment of the Eavironment, Heritaps and
Lol Crovesrnmesl)
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Appendix 8.4 Statutory Instruments.

STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

A1 Mo, 921 of 2005

Pleasiire Cralt (Personal Flatation Devices and Operation) (Safety) Repulations 2005

DUBLIN: FUBLISHED BY THE STATIONERY OFFICE

Too be purchased directly from the GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS OFFICE, SUN
ALLIANCE HOUSE, MOLESWORTH STREET. DUBLIN 2 or by mail order from
GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS, POSTAL TRADE SECTION, 51 5T. STEPHEN'S

GREEN, DUBLIN 2. (Telephone U1-6476334/35/36/37; Fax 01-0476543) or throwgh amy
hoohkséller.

Price: £2.54
(PR, AR08 )
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Appendix 8.4 Statutory Instruments.

8.L Mo, 921 ol 2005

Flensure Craft (Persoanl Flotation Devices and Chperation) (Safety) Repulations 2005

I, Pat the Cope Gallagher, Minister of Simie a1 the Duparment of Communications, Marine and
Waherm| Eesources, in exercise of the powers conferred on me by sections 20 (&5 amended by section
AT 1} of the Maritime Safety Act 2005 (Mo [ of 2005)) and 27 (as amended by section 472} of ths
Act) ol the Merchasi Shipping Act 1992 (Moo 2 of 1992], the Marine (Delegation of Ministerial
Functices) (Ma, 2} Cwder 2004 (50, Mo, 703 of 2004) and the Maring (Delegation of Ministerial

Functions) (Mo, Z) Onder 2005 (5.1 346 of 2003), hersby make the following regulsticns

Citaion
L These Regulations may be cited as the Pleasure Craft (Persomal Flolalion Devices mnd

Ohpazration ) {Salety) Regulations 2005,

Drefindsions

F3 I these Kegulations -

“fast power crafi” mesns & plessure craft, other than o personal watercraf, the principal means of
propulsion of which is derived from & mechanical power source and which atiains or can altain a

speed through or over waser equal to or excesding 17 knots;

“dec:ked crafi™ means a pleaswre craft which & not an open crafl;

“length averall™ mesnad the eversll length of a cruft, extending froen the masl extreme point aft i &

sgmilar point al the forward end, incorporating any overhasg of stern, of rake of stem;
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Appendix 8.4 Statutory Instruments

"ppen craft” means & pleasare oraft which does not have a cxhin o helow deck facilities for the use

of persoms and where seating, or any place of the craft med for sealing, is exposed or partially

exposed to the elements;

Yl crall” ncludes personal wanenirall and Fast power crali;

“epitable personal flotation device" means & personal flomtion device—

{a} which has an it the CE confoseity marking consisting of the mitials “CE™ aking
thet Towrn o the specimen set out in Annex I'Y o Council Directive BESGAGEEC of 21
Diecember 1989" (as amended by Council Directive SYSREEC of 32 July 1993° and

Council Directive Y3V'EC of the European Parlisment snd the Council of 3
Seplember 19967,

(i) which is sufficient to give a person using it o positive buoyaney in wabers

which  ang likely 1o b encountened where the vessel an which it is requined

o b sed or to be available for use is ressonably likely to be,

{ii) which is appropriate to the body weight of the person who is 1 wizar it

ameliar

Wy i L 0 3 e 1B

0L e L2 S p

YO o L2S6, |BS80, . d4d
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Appendix 8.4

(b} which Fas oa it the mark of conformity which must take the form of the specimen
set ot im Anmex O b Council Diirective 9698 EC of 20 December 1996 Yas
amendied by Commission Directive®RA5EC of |1 November 199", Commission
Drrective 2001/53EC of 10 July 2001°, Commission Directive H2TVEC of 2
September il:'ll'lf, Directive 200EH4EC of the European Parliament and of the
Courseil of 5 November 2002° corrected by Corrigendum of 10 September 1997 and

Corrigendum of 29 August 19985,

Applivarion
k] 113 These Regulstions apnly 1o plessure craft being operated in [rish waters snd 1o -
(&) any persen on board such cralt, and

{b} any persan being towed by such craft ar om board a vessel or object of any kind,

being sowed by such crafi

2] These Regulations (other than Regulations ¥ and 9) do nal apply 1o a pleasure craft

kexing wsed for rescue or other emergency parposes or for low enforcement purposes.

() These Regulations {other than Regulations & and 9) do not apply to rowers in boats

which are

{a} designed and specifically used for rowing in boat reces and which are capable of
beimg enlemed itte megaltas or ofhér evenls recognised by the Irish Amateur

Rowing Uindon,

U, Mo Load, ITIIEST, p 05
O, Mo LIS 3501 5, p 14

¥ 0. Mo L3204 1872000, 5. |
YO, Ma L2, 3902000, g |

U b L334, 28012002, p. 23
" . b L 26, HESLIEIT 0
™oy Me L34, I0E 1, p 2
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Appendix 8.4

mnd

(b} of a design and type in respect of which events are held in the Olvmpls Games ar

orher inrermational rowing reganas,

Age resirictions ow operation or control of pleasiee craft
4. i The master or cwner of & personal walererafl or & fast power craft shall take all
reasonehle steps to ensore that a person who has not atiained the age of 146 years dioes nod operate or

womred the erafi,

2} The master or owner of o pleasure craft powered by sn engine with o rating of miooe
ik § hosse power or 3,7 Kilowstts shall take all reasonable sieps io ensure that a perscn whio has nol

attained the age of 12 years does nol operale or confrol the crafl.

Carciage of persoam [Tovarion devives om plaesare cngT (efver thar persomal
watercrafil

i The master or owner of a pleasure craft (other than & personal watercraft) shall ensare, that
there are, at sl times, on board the craft, sufficient switable peraonal flatation devices for gach persan

o boand.

Wearing of persowad [Todation devices om pleaswre onmfit foiver thow persomal walfercrofi)
. (1) A person on & pleasure craft (other than a persomal watercrafi) of less thes 7 metnes
lempth overall shall wear a suleable personal flotatics device while o board an open craft ar while o

the deck of decked craf, other than when the craft s made fast to the shaore ar st anchor,
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Appendix 8.4

(2} The master or owner al a pléasang crall (other than a personal watercraft) shall mke 2l
rensonehle steps to ensure thei a person who has not attained the age of 16 years complies with

paragraph (1) of this Regulation

(3) The master or awner of & pleasare craft (other than & persona] watercraft), which s not &
crafl pefered to In peragraph (1) of this Regulation, shall take all reasorable steps 10 ensure thal a
person wha has not afaiced the age of 16 years wears a suilable persenal flotation device while on
hoard an open craft or while on the deck of a decked craft, other than when it is mede fast o the

showre o & Bnchor,

{4) The master or owner of a pleasure craft {other than & personel weiercraft) shall take sl

reasonalle steps fo ensure that & person wears a saiteble personal fomation device, sl all tmes while -

() being towed by the craft, ar

(b} on hoard & vessel or ohject of amy kind which is belng towed by the crall.

{5 This Regulation does not apply to a person on board o pleasare crafi {other than a
personal waiercraft], which is pot ender way, when the person-
(a) s wearimg, puttng on, or tking off, scuba diving equipment,
or
ik} Ie about to engage in, or has just completed swimming (imcluding snorkellisg)

from the crafi.

Wearing af persanal fTeratien devices on persoral walerens?
T. {1 Every parsen on & persorad walercralt shall wear & persoeal flotatEoen devics an all

times while an board, or being towed in any manner by a personal waicncraffi.
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(2] The master or owner of & perscnal waterceaft shall take all ressanabbe steps o ensure

that a person whe has not sttamed the age ol 16 yvears complies with paragraph {17 of this Regulation,

Frokibition on aperading pleasure crafl wilile wmder igfTaemee of alcokod or dregs

g2 Thee maaster or owner of & pleasure craft, shall not, ar shall not allow another to, operage or
control or altempt to operate of controd the craft while he or she or the otber is under the influence af
aleohol or dnags of mny cosbdnatson of drugs of of drugs ansd abeohol 16 such an exlent as to be

mcapable of kaving proper contral of the craft.

Cowtrod o comsmepdiovn of mloofkal ar dregy oo board pleasere craflt

9 (1] A porsan an 2 pleasure craft shall not consume alcobol or drugs or any combamaieon
of drugs or of drugs and aloohol while on board the craft in circemstences which eould affect the
safety of persons or create a disturbasce on boand the craft or afledt the safety aof other persons wsing

Lrish walers of cosalilune 4 ouizande to such persons.

{2) A person being towed or on bossd & vessel or obgect of any kind which is being towed
by a pleaswre craft shell pot conseme aléobal or drugs or any combimation of dnags or drugs and

aleohol.

{3} The master or owser of & pleasure crafi shall tekis all reasorable steps o ensure thar

all persans comply with paragraphs (1) and {2) of this Regulation.

Application of section 27 of Mercham Shipping Act 1992

10 {1 Section 3T (as amended by section 47(2) of the Maritime Safety Act 2005 (Mo, 11 of

2005]) of the Merchant Shipping Act 1962 (Mo, 2 of 1993} applses 1o these Regulations.
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4] The farm set out in the Schedule to these Begulations s preseribed as the form of the

notigs o be served on a person in relation o & alleged offence under section 20 of the Merchant

Shipping Act 1992 for comtravening theses Regulations.

Reévacaiios

11. The Merchant Shipping (Pleasure Craff) (Lifejackets and Operation) (Safeny) Regulstions

2004 (5.0 Mo 259 of 20047 are revoked
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Schedule Regwimion M2

FIXED PAYMENT NOTICE IN RELATION TO AN ALLEGED OFFENCE UNDER
SECTION 20 OF THE MERCHANT SHIFPING ACT 1992,

R e e

190 &% mt
[ = [
A description af the alleged offence is given at reference numbser ... ... averleaf

A prosecation in respect of e alleged offence will nod b nstinsged during the pericd of 21 days

begmning om the date of this notice, and If during that period vou pay to

the sam of €150” sccompanied by this notice, 2 prosecution in respect of the alleged offence will not
b instibubed.
Sl ED:

1
Ireerl rave of dleikery amthanty iz ba paid s sddiess whpss P ks be rada

1
“ Irmerl cfwr armadnt 1 G MRrant araut 5 P bod
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(50, Mo, 921 of 2005)

Pleasure Craft (Personal Flotation Devices smd Operation) (Safely) Regulations

Regulation f Deseription of Alleged Offence

#1}

Fermitting @ person who b not attsined t5e ape of 16 years 10 operate of be in conmal
af u perponal walercraft or a frst power craft,

I

Fernining & person who ks nol snsined e age of 12 vears 1o operite or be in contrel
| afa pleasure crefl powered by en engine with & ralizg of greater then 5 hone powsr or
i:-l.'.l'l'Jhum

| Operating & plewmre et (odher than @ persoaal walencrait) without sullicient sURISE
permral Solslion devices for each pecsen on bowd

i1l

Felling iv wear 4 suhabie persosal Nomiken device Wik of Eoad @ apses eralll o s

the desic of m decied oraff (other thon personal wiiereraf) of bss thas 7 metns in lepd
guarall whick is not made (et ve the shane or & enchar.

]

| Permsining & persos whe his net sisined e sge of 16 vy nol o wear & susable
peraonal Dooion devios while o beand in open <rafl or whilsl on the deck of o decked
cralh {otker thas a personal watererill} of less (han 7 metres in lergih ceerall which =
| ot made B o te shoee o 8 archir,

L]

LTl

Fermitting s perenn whe has not sitsined tho age of 10 years nob 1o wear & suiable
Notatinn devics while on board an open ea® or while on 1he deck of & decked
crall [ather than 2 permesl waiercraft) which iz not rade fast o ihe thore or s enchor.

_Fﬂl_'lfl'lii'l.:: B pErsan nof op wear o personal foieton devics while Beng wwel by &

pleasure sraft (other than a personal wasroraf )

BAHb}

wepd of ohjsel of gy kind which & being towed by 2 pleasurs crafi (ol than &
personal wileraradt).

Fermining i perssn aol 1o wesr & sutable personal Aotation devics while on board & |

)

Failing in wea- 2 suitahie personal Hloatan device wille on board, or beig tewwed is ey
manner by, 3 prrsoml wabereri,

Il

Permliiting o parson wha hes not enpined the ege of 16 yesrd sl 1o wemr o gkl
personal floton devlce while on boand, o bseirgg wawed in ey menner by, @ personal
wabmerafl.

Uperaing or cmiralling er alompting te opersis or control a plessure craft o permining
b pafsin 10 operile o contnl or alierspl io opersde or comirgl & plesnure oreft while
usder g iafleenee of deohal or drugs 0 such an ecient 33 o be imcapabls of berving
proper control of e crall.

"W

Conssming alcohol or faking of drugs on a pheasire craf in circunitiness which could
néTect then safety of persans, or creste o dIsertance, o Booed the erall, or cosdd alfeci the
safeiy of ofters usiag Irish waiers of CoManne & Auisssce 1o such otkers

I

—

Consuraing akshol er kiag drugs while being iowed by, or on board 4 vese
specifically designed pe be kowed or om an chisct of any kind which = beleg 1owad by, a
T

E&l

Permitiirg a person w consume gleobel or 1mke drags o & plases cmft B
srcemeinnces which coald affect the safery of peraois, of creste a distorbance, m board
the craft, o coukd affect the safety ol others wing [sish walers or consiule &

malsarde o swoh Giless oF pemeling a person 16 conseme pleohol or ke drugs while
being nowed by, o o boand @ vessed speciically deigand to be sowed or on an objeo of
ey kind which is beSng lirwed by, & pleasers crafl
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GIVEM, under iy hamd,

d Degemmnbser 2005

Pat the Cope Gallagher,

Minister of State ar (ke Department of
Communications, Marine and Malural Resources.
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Explamaiory Nate
{This Mate is not part of the Instrument and does sot purport ta be & legal interpretation, |

These Regulatioes replace the Merchant Shipping (Pleasure Craft) (Lifejacket &l Operation)
(Safery) Regalations, 2004 (5.1, Mo, 259 of 2004), &0 as to provide for an increase (from €127 o
E150) im the fined payment in liew of prosecution, if approprizte, in relalion o a0 plleged
wantravention of the Regulations. MO SOLAS/ED Marine Equipment Directive (MMED} marked
personal fotation devices are included under the definition of a “suitable personal flotatian
devics™ in these Repgulations.

Odherwise, the new Regulations continee in force the existing pational provisians governing the
cperation of pleasure craft including personal waiercraft, inchading pravisicos relafing 1o age
restrictions, the carriage and use of personal flotation devices and restrictiong on the use of aleohel

ond dinggs.

Section 47(Z) of the Maritime Safety Act 2005 (No. LI} provides for a fixed payment of €150, or
such ciher amount as may be prescribed by Mizisterial Regulwtions, in relation o an alleged
contravemtion of Hogulstions under section 20 of the Merchant Shippimg Act 1992 {No. 2} (as
anwnded by section 4701 ) of the 2008 A, in lieu of prosecution, if apprapriate.
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